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TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

In  presenting  the  public  with  the  following  Report  of 
this  highly  important  examination,  the  Reporter  begs 
leave  to  say,  that  so  far  as  he  is  acquainted  with  him- 
self, neither  abhorrence  for  the  crime  charged,  or  sympa- 
thy for  the  accused,  has  led  him  into  intentional  error. 
The  evidence  was  taken  from  the  lips  of  the  witnesses, 
and  with  a  studious  endeavor  to  give  it  in  their  own  lan- 
guage and  without  exaggeration  or  coloring ;  how  far  he 
has  succeeded,  the  Court,  under  whose  auspices  the  notes 
were  taken,  must  decide.  He  would  embrace  this  op- 
portunity to  tender  the  Court  and  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Bar,  his  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  kind  and  gen- 
tlemanly attention  extended  to  him  and  to  express,  in 
common  with  them,  his  only  desire  that  justice  may  ul- 
timately take  places 
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EXAMINATION  OF  GIBBS, 

Kent,  Sc. — The  Examination  of  David  Gibbs  of  Coven- 
try, in  the  County  of  Kent,  and  State  of  Rhode  Island,  fee- 
taken  before  us  the  subscribers,  Jueticec  assigned  to  keep  the 
peace  in  said  County,  the  said  David  Gibbs,  having  been 
brought  before  us  by  a  warrant  issued  by  Obed  Perkins,  upon 
the  complaint  of  Jeremiah  McGregor,  Martin  Kelsey  and  oth- 
ers under  oath,  who  suspect  that  said  David  Gibbs  did  wilfully 
and  feloniously  murder  one  Sally  Burdick  and  child,  as  set 
forth  in  said  complaint  ;  says  I  had  been  gone  from  home 
some  time  and  returned  home  3d  January,  1833.  Sally  Bur- 
dick who  lived  at  my  house  at  that  time,  was  well  as  far  as  I 
knew,  I  heard  of  no  complaint  of  sickness.  I  went  to  Foster 
the  next  day  and  staid  till  evening,  staid  at  home  that  night, 
and  the  next  Monday  went  back  to  Hemlock,  staid  about  one 
third  of  the  day  and  returned  home  ;  I  then  started  again  on 
Wednesday  or  Thursday,  started  and  went  to  Brighton,  got 
there  on  Sunday,  staid  there  two  nights,  in  about  ten  days  and 
on  my  return  home,  my  folks  were  sick.  My  daughter  told 
me  that  Emily  had  a  very  bad  cough,  and  Sally  Burdick  had  a 


bad  cough  and  was  unwell.  I  asked  how  she  did,  she  said  she 
had  a  very  bad  cold,  she  was  so  as  to  work  some  and  lay  abed 
some.  1  asked  her  if  she  had  not  better  have  a  Doctor,  no, 
her  cough  was  not  worse  than  Emily's,  if  as  bad.  She  then 
kept  in  the  chamber  the  most  of  the  lime  ;  her  father  come 
down  in  about  two  weeks  after  my  return.  She  was  then  so  as 
to  get  victuals  for  her  father,  and  washed  the  dishes,  had  con- 
siderable cough,  her  father  was  there  about  a  week  before  her 
death.  The  same  time  he  came  down  she  was  about  house, 
washed  dishes.  I  saw  no  difference  in  her  form  the  time,  her 
father  was  there  until  Friday  or  Saturday  ;  when  Eliza  told 
me  she  was  not  well  and  said  she  had  nothing  pass  her.  I  told 
her  she  ought  to  have  the  doctor.  I  went  to  Miss  Riders  on 
Friday  night  or  Saturday  morning,  got  Castor  oil,  and  Eliza 
said  she  gave  her  one  spoonful  and  a  half,  then  gave  her  more 
Saturday  night.  I  went  after  the  Doctor  as  the  girls  told  me 
her  Physic  did  not  operate,  and  she  complained  of  a  pain  in  the 
stomach  j  the  Doctor  came  home  with  me.  I  saw  him  give 
her  five  pills  in  some  apple  or  quince  sauce  ;  he  left  a  number 
of  thing's.  I  recollect  four  or  five  papers  ;  two  of  them,  two 
yellow  powders,  and  two  or  three  white,  and  he  said  pour  the 
Physic  down  for  if  something  did  not  pass  her,  she  could  not 
Stand  it  :  the  Doctor  then  went  to  bed,  and  I  went  to  bed,  and 
soon  waked  up  ;  they  told  me  the  physic  had  not  worked,  she 
puked  it  up.  I  then  awoke  the  Doctor.  Eliza  gave  her  one 
drop  of  Croton  oil,  and  in  so  long  a  time  to  give  her  the  drop, 
and  he  then  left  papers  of  powders  and  said  if  it  did  not  oper- 
ate by  9  o'clock,  they  must  give  injections  and  be  thorough. 
I  sent  for  a  pipe  and  sent  for  Mrs.  Burlingame  to  give  injec- 
tions ;  she  did  not  come  ;  said  Eliza  could  do  it.  Mrs.  Bur- 
lingame  sent  word  she  could  not  come,  was  sick.  I  sent  Da- 
vid to  Doctors  for  the  pipe  and  tell  him  the  physic  had  not 
worked.  I  then  sent  John  to  Sterry  Bennet's  and  got  one,  and 
David  got  one.  I  expect  Eliza  gave  her  the  injection,  as  I 
heard  the  doctor  come  the  second  time  about  night  on  Sunday. 
She  seemed  a  little  better,  he  then  dealt  out  several  papers  of 
powders.  I  saw  the  Doctor  fixing  to  give  her  medicine,  after 
that  she  puked.  I  saw  her  no  more  that  night  as  I  recollect ; 
on  Monday  she  had  not  Physic  pass  her,  she  was  up  ;  on  Mon- 
day morning  before  I  started  to  come  to  the  City,  she  was  up. 
I  come  to  the  City  for  Buckram  for  jacket,  when  I  returned 
home,  Eliza  come  to  the  door  said  Sally  had  fainted  away  and 
come  too,  but  looked  as  if  dying.  I  sent  John  for  the  Doctor, 
went  into  the  house,  she  looked  strangely.  I  then  went  to 
Stephen  Burlingames,  he  and  his  wife  come  over,  but  she  did 


not  live  but  little  time  after  they  got  to  my  house.  At  the  time 
she  was  laid  out,  the  women  there  wag  Mrs.  Burlingame,  Hox- 
ie,  Owen,  Morse,  and  Lyon. 

Question  by  complainant.     Did  you  speak  to  her  before  go- 
ing to  Mr.  Burlingames  ?     I  cannot  say  as  I  did  or  did  not,  as 
I  was  in  the  room  but  a  short  time.     Did  you  expect   Sally 
would  assist  in  making  the  waiscoat  ?     No.  Sally  observed  in 
the  morning  she  did  not  know  but  she  should  be  well  enough  to 
help.     Did  you   ever  hear  Sally  say   she  wanted  or  did  not 
want  her  parents  to  come  down  ?     I  never  heard  her  say  she 
did  not  want  them   to  come  down.     Have  you  ever  known 
any-  of  the  neighboring  women  sent  for  besides  Mrs.  Burlin- 
game ?     I  do  not  know  of  any.     Has  there  been  any  stranger 
at  your  house  and   make  any  stay  for  two  weeks   previous  to 
the  death  of  Sally  ?     There  was  a  woman  come  to  my  house 
in  the  stage  at  night  on  Thursday,  and  staid  until   Sunday  fol- 
lowing, when  I  took  her  about  11  o'clock,  and  carried  her  to 
West  Greenwich  ;  we  took  dinner  at  Hoxies.     I  then  took  the 
woman  and  brought  her  a  few  rods  by  the  new  store,  so  called, 
met  a  man,  he  took  the  woman  into  his  wagon  and  went  away 
with  her.    Did  the  woman  tell  any  particular  place  she  wanted 
to  go  to  ?     I  understood  by  my  family  she  wanted  to  go  to  the 
west.     What  was  the  conversation  when  you  and  the  woman 
met  the  man  on  the  road  ?     Just  before  we  met  him,  she  said 
that  is  the  man  she  expected  to  find  at  the  widow  Fields.     I 
believe  she  said  it  was  her  brother.     Did  you  understand  her 
name  while  at  your  house,  or  at  any  time  while  with  her  ?     I 
did  not.  While  she  was  at  your  house,  did  she  eat  with  your 
family  ?     She  did  ever  after  the  first  night,  and  I  do  not  know 
but  she  did  the  first  night.     What  part  of  the  house  did  she 
occupy  ?     The  north  west  front  chamber,  and  had  a  fire  in  the 
same.     Did  she  lodge  alone,  or  with  some  one  of  the  family? 
Sally  Burdick,  my  daughter  Emily,  and  grand  daughter  lodged 
in  the  room  with  her,  as  I  understand.     Was  admittance  into 
the   chamber  where  Sally   Burdick  was,  refused  to  any  one 
while  this  stranger  woman  was  there  ?     JNot  to  my  knowledge. 
Did  you  hear  any  complaint  from  Sally  Burdick,  that  she  was 
any  more  unwell  at  any  time  this  stranger  woman  was  at  your 
house  ?     I  did  not.     How  long  before  Sally  Burdick's  death, 
was  this  stranger  woman  carried  from  your  house?     About  a 
fortnight.     Was  you  apprised  of  Sally  Burdick's  situation  as 
to  pregnancy,  previous  to  her  death  ?    No.     Since  the  death  of 
Sally  Burdick,  have  any  of  your  family  told  you  that  they  knew 
that  she  was  in  a  pregnant  state,  previous  to  her  death  ?    My 
daughter  Eliza,  told  me  of  it  the  day  after  Sally's  death,  and 
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slated  that  Sally  told  her  of  it  the  night  or  day  before  she 
died. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  stranger  having  been  at 
your  house  within  a  few  days  of  the  death  of  Sally  Burdick, 
who  had  any  intimacy  or  intercourse  with  her  r  Answer.  No. 
When  you  sent  for  Mrs.  Durlingame  to  come  and  see  Sally  pre- 
Tious  to  her  death,  did  you  know  that  she  (Mrs.  Burlingame) 
was  out  of  health  ?  I  did  not  know  any  thing  about  it,  wheth- 
er she  was  sick  or  well.  What  should  you  suppose  was  the 
age  of  the  woman  that  came  to  your  house  when  you  come  to 
West  Greenwich  ?  Probably  forty  or  fifty.  Did  she  appear 
to  have  any  change  of  dress  with  her  ?  She  appeared  to  have 
the  same  dress  on  when  she  went  away  as  when  she  came. 
She  had  a  basket  with  her,  large  enough  to  hold  a  gown  or 
two.  Have  you  known  Sally  Burdick  to  keep  company  with 
any  man  of  late  ?  I  have  not  known  her  to  be  courting  with 
any  one.  Have  you  heard  any  noise  or  lamentation  like  a 
woman  in  distress  at  any  time  within  a  short  time  of  Sally's 
death  ?  I  have  not.  Have  you  ever  bought  of,  or  sold 
cattle  to  any  man  knowing  or  supposing  him  to  be  the  brother 
of  the  strange  woman  before  named.  I  don't  know  that  1  have, 
nor  but  I  have.  Did  your  horse  and  chaise  carry  some  per- 
son to  Providence  the  night  after  Sally  died  ?  No,  but  the 
night  before  she  was  buried  it  did  ;  I  was  in  bed  and  a  man 
called  me  up  and  said  he  wanted  to  go  Providence,  and  agreed 
to  give  me  two  dollars  to  carry  him  to  Providence  ;  my  son 
drove  the  chaise,  and  I  was  to  carry  him  to  the  further  side  of 
Providence.  How  did  this  man  come  to  your  house  ?  I  un- 
derstand he  walked  from  the  gate.  How  old  a  man  should 
you  suppose  him  to  be  ?  Five  and  twenty  or  thirty.  Did 
you  ever  see  this  man  before,  to  your  knowledge  ?  I  do  not 
know  that  I  ever  did,  and  I  do  not  know  but  I  have.  What 
was  the  complexion  of  that  man,  and  stature  ?  His  complex- 
ion I  do  not  recollect,  I  saw  nothing  uncommon  as  to  his  stat- 
ure, it  was  about  the  middling  size.  Did  this  man  express 
any  particular  business,  why  he  wanted  to  be  in  Providence 
at  so  early  an  hour  ?     He  did  not. 


EXAMINATION  OF  FRANCES  LEACH. 

Kent,  Sc. — The  examination  of  Frances  Leach,  of  Prov- 
idence, County  of  Providence,  and  State  of  Rhode  Island,  &c. 
— taken  before  us  the  subscribers,  Justices  assigned  to  keep 
the  peace  in  said  County  of  Kent,  the  said  Frances  Leach 


having  been  brought  before  us  by  a  warrant  issued  by  Samuel 
Eddy,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  the 
State  aforesaid,  upon  the  complaint  of  Joseph  S.  Cooke  under 
oath,  who  suspects  that  said  Frances  Leach,  otherwise  called 
Fanny  Leach,  did  wilfully  and  feloniously  murder  one  Sally 
Burdick  and  child,  as  set  forth  in  said  complaint,  says  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  thing  about  this  Sally  Burdick, 
and  if  so  state  ?  Answer.  I  do  not.  Did  you  ever  see  her  ? 
I  did  not.  Was  you  ever  at  David  Gibbs'  ?  I  have  been  I 
suppose,  but  if  1  should  see  the  man  I  should  know  him. — 
How  long  ago  was  you  there  ?  Three  weeks  ago  last 
Wednesday  if  I  remember  right.  How  long  was  you  there  ? 
I  stayed  there  until  the  Sunday  following.  How  did  you  go 
away  from  there,  and  with  whom  ?  The  man  of  the  house 
carried  me.  Did  you  go  to  the  Liberty  Factory,  and  did  the 
man  go  with  you  ?  Yes.  Did  you  find  the  man  there  that 
you  wanted  to  see  ?  No.  Where  did  you  go  then  ?  Went 
to  a  pubiic  house  in  West  Greenwich.  Where  did  you  go 
then  ?  The  man  left  me  at  a  house  about  three  miles  from  the 
tavern  where  we  had  last  stopped — he  left  me  at  a  private 
house.  How  long  did  you  stay  thereat  the  private  house? 
I  stayed  until  Tuesday.  How  did  you  get  away  from  there  ? 
I  rode  with  a  boy ;  he  brought  me  on  to  the  Norwich  Turn- 
pike above  the  house  where  I  stayed  first.  Do  you  know  the 
name  of  the  boy  you  rode  with,  or  whose  boy  it  was  ?  I  do 
not.  What  house  did  you  call  at  after  you  got  on  to  the  Nor- 
wich Turnpike  ?  At  the  house  of  the  man  who  carried  me  to 
the  Liberty  Factory.  How  long  did  you  stay  at  this  house  ? 
But  a  short  time,  I  did  not  take  my  things  off,  I  went  from 
there  in  the  stage.  Did  you  enquire  at  the  Liberty  Factory 
for  the  man  that  you  was  in  pursuit  of?  I  did  not  myself,  but 
the  man  who  carried  me  there  enquired  and  was  told  that  there 
was  no  such  man  there.  After  you  left  the  tavern  where  you 
got  some  refreshment  did  you  meet  with  any  person  on  the 
road  or  at  the  house  where  you  stopped  that  you  was  acquaint- 
ed with  ?  No.  Did  you  expect  to  see  any  one  there  that  you 
was  acquainted  with  that  would  convey  you  to  Providence  ? 
I  did  not.  What  did  the  man  charge  you  for  board  and  con- 
veyance ?  I  paid  him  three  dollars.  Did  you  mention  to  the 
man  who  carried  you  before  you  started  that  you  wanted  to  go 
to  the  Widow  Field's  on  the  New  London  Turnpike,  or  to  any 
other  house  on  said  road?  I  have  no  recollection  that  I  did. 
Did  you  inform  the  man  that  conveyed  you  that  you  was  go- 
ing to  the  West  this  spring  ?  I  did  tell  him  I  was  going  to 
Killingly. 
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The  foregoing  examinations  was  taken  under  the  direction 
of  the  Court,  and  in  the  absence  of  Counsel  on  either  side  ; 
but  the  following  is  a  continuance  of  said  examination  under 
the  direction  of  the  Court,  and  in  presence  of  Counsel  on 
both  sides. 

Question.  Did  the  man  or  any  of  his  family  ask  you  your 
name?  Answer.  They  did  not  of  me  ;  I  got  into  the  stage 
there  and  rode  into  Providence  to  Morse's  Tavern  where  my 
son  was  boarding,  and  went  home  next  morning.  Was  you 
ever  acquainted  with  Eliza  P.  Burdick?  I  never  was.  Have 
you  been  to  David  Gibbs's  since  you  went  from  there  in  the 
stage  ?  I  have  not  been  out  of  Providence  since.  How  long 
ago  was  that  ?  I  think  a  fortnight  last  Tuesday.  Did  you 
ever  see  David  Gibbs,  or  the  man  they  called  so,  in  Provi- 
dence ?  Her  counsel  advised  her  not  to  answer  any  more 
qnestions.  Was  any  of  Mr.  Gibbs's  family  unwell  when  you 
was  there  ?  I  do  not  know  that  they  were.  Question  by  G. 
Fairbanks,  Who  did  you  lodge  with  while  there  ?  She  states 
by  her  Counsel  that  she  shall  not  answer. 

Dr.  Cyrus  James,  of  West  Greenwich,  says   he  took 
the  body  from  the  coffin  and  undressed  it,  and  found  the 
sides  in    a  gangrene  state,   very  green,  the  back  of  florid 
red,  extending  from  back  of  neck  to   hip  ;  then  examined 
external   surface  of  abdomen,  and  found  no  appearance  of 
injury,  no  more  tumified  than  in  the  ordinary  case  of  preg- 
nancy ;  next  examined  external  parts  of  generation,  found 
them  in  a  singular  situation,  the  os  externum  large  and  dila- 
ted ;    have   attended   about   700  cases  of   midwifery,  and 
never  saw  any  thing  of  the  kind,  two  of  my  cases  termi- 
nated fatally  ;  the  opening  was  large  enough  to  receive  my 
fist  without  much  resistance,  a  large  rat  might  have  gone 
in  and  come  out  again  without  difficulty,  the  parts  were  in- 
jured and  mangled,  the  labia  pudenda  on  the  left  side  was 
injured,  there  was  a  spot  about  as  large  as   a  quarter  of  a 
dollar  in  a  state  of  mortification — had  a  gangrene  appear- 
ance ;  made  an  incision  from  the  upper  part  of  the  sternum 
to    the  umbilicus  or   navel,    then  two   incisions   from  the 
navel  obliquely  to   each  hip  bone,  and  then  dissected  care- 
fully to   the   abdomen,  then  took  the  triangular  part  and 
laid  it  down  like  an  apron,  then  taking  the  sides  of  the  ab- 
domen apart,  I  had  a  fair  view  of  its  contents.     Omentum, 
or  caul,  first  presented  itself  to  view;  it  was  gorged  with 
blood,  spots  of  coagulated  blood  adhering  to  it.     After  lay- 
ing the  caul  out  of  the  way,  the  womb  was  brought  to 
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view.     Examined  the  fundus  of  the  womb,  and  told   the 
gentlemen  that  there  was  a  foetus,  or  child,  in  the  womb ; 
the  other  medical  gentleman  examined  also— that  is  one  or 
more  of  them — can't  say  they  all  did.     I  then  discovered, 
on  the  right  side  of  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  a  quantity 
of  coagulated   blood ;  it  appeared  to  have  been   crowded 
there,  for  it  lay  on  the  convex  parts  of  the  abdomen ;  then 
removed  it,  there  was  about  a  double  handful  of  it ;  took  it 
out  in  my  hand  at  two  or  three  times;  then  dissected  out 
the  womb  in  its  whole  state,  that  is,   removed  it  from  the 
pelvis — in  taking  out  I  took  some  of  the  vagina,  in  length 
perhaps  two  inches.     After  getting  out  the  womb,  proceed- 
ed to  examine  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  or  the  os  internum  ; 
found  it  open  sufficient  to  admit  the  finger — usually  shut  up 
in   a  state  of   pregnancy,  perhaps   invariably  so;  believe 
there  have  been  cases  where  it  was  open,  but  they  are  very 
rare — the  lips   of  the  mouth  of  the  womb  were   swelled — 
appeared  to  be  injured,   and  in  a  state  of  previous   inflam- 
mation, particularly  the  upper  lip,  more  swelled  than  the 
other.      On    a  further   examination   of  the   womb,   found 
seven  perforations  or  holes,  all  separate  ;  it   appeared   as 
though   an  unskilful   hand  had  attempted   to  produce   an 
abortion.     The   wounds,  ffrom  the   external   parts,   might 
have  been   a    foot,  and   might  be   less — the   woupds  were 
probably  from  half  to  three  quarters  of  an  inch  apart — six 
of  the   wounds   were  under  and   one  side  of  the  mouth  of 
the    womb — some  were  half  an  inch  from   the  mouth,  and 
others  less;   they  did  not  appear  to  go  into  the  inside  of  the 
womb,   but  through  the  sides,  for  the  distance   of   about 
2  1-2  inches ;  one  of  the  perforations  hit  ihe  lower  lip  of 
the  womb,  and  penetrated  it   about  half  an  inch — that  part 
of  the  womb  between  the  place  where  the  instrument  en- 
tered and  came,  out   was  in  a  gangrene  state,  which  proba- 
bly took  place  before  death — some  of  the  perforations  were 
larger  and  some  smaller — apparently  the  instrument  had  a 
small   point   which  grew  larger,  or   two  instruments  must 
have  been  used — it  appeared  the  instrument  had  entered 
the   mouth   of  the   womb,  but  did  not  pass  far  enough  to 
break   the  membranes.     [Here    the  witness   demonstrated 
the  manner  in  which  an  abortion  is  produced,  having  a  dia- 
gram of  the  parts,  and  showing  the  manner  in  whieh  the  in- 
strument fs  introduced,  and  the  membranes  broken.]     After 
examining  the  mouth   of  the    womb   I   made   an  incision 
through  the  placenta  to  the  fundus,  five  or   six  inches,   or 
long  enough  to  extract  the  foetus — took  the  foetus  out  of  the 
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womb,  with  the  membranes  whole,  found  the  child  with 
head  upwards,  with  the  navel  string  or  umbilical  cord  twice 
round  its  neck,  have  seen  the  cord  three  times  round  the 
neck,  no  injury  to  the  membranes  or  to  the  child — then  re- 
turned to  the  uterus  and  found  what  force  it  would  require 
to  penetrate  it,  and  found  that  in  a  healthy  state  it  would 
require  force  sufficient  to  bend  the  probe,  in  a  diseased  state 
it  required  less  force — then  dissected  the  thorax,  examined 
the  heart,  and  found  in  the  left  ventricle  of  the  heart  coag- 
ulated blood — the  lungs  were  in  a  healthy  state,  and  the 
heart  also,  no  disease  on  the  liver — took  out  the  stomach, 
turned  it  wrong  side  out,  and  funnd  about  half  a  pint  of 
dark  thick  matter,  resembling  fetid  matter,  almost  as  thick 
as  tax,  smell  very  offensive,  probably  produced  by  violent 
vomitings;  found  the  appearance  of  calomel  in  the  stom- 
ach, which  the  attending  physician  said  he  had  given  to 
produce  evacuation;  stomach  not  generally  inflamed;  there 
was  a  spot  about  the  size  of  a  half  dollar  on  the  lower  side, 
which  was  of  "a  reddish  color  ;  no  distention  of  the  stomach 
— the  intestines  were  distended  with  air  or  gas,  we  mere- 
ly examined  them  by  feeling  of  them  with  the  hand. — 
There  were  cotton  batts  and  a  double  cloth  put  between  the 
thighs,  apparently  for  the  purpose  of  absorbing  any  evac- 
uation;  there  was  a  small  evacution.  The  finger  and  toe 
nails  of  the  child  were  perfect — child  about  12  or  13  inches 
in  length — female  child — short  hair  on  the  head,  more  on 
the  back  than  on  the  top  of  head — from  G  to  7  months  from 
gestation  probably — uterus  unsound  in  consequence  of  the 
injury  done  to  it;  think  th<?  injury  of  the  uterus  of  itself 
would  have  produced  death — suppose  the  discoloratlons  on 
the  sides  were  produced  by  holding  the  deceased  for  the 
operation.  Examined  the  body  about  4  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, and  about  8  or  9  o'clock  in  the  evening  called  before 
the  coroner's  jury.  The  wounds  inflicted  upon  the  uterus 
would  not  produce  instant  death,  but  an  inflammation  would 
come  on,  and  the  symptoms  would  be  pain  and  distress  in 
the  abdominal  region — cannot  state  the  time  that  death 
would  ensue,  might  be  two  weeks,  vary  according  to  the 
constitution.  The  winding  the  umbilical  cord  round  the 
neck  of  the  child  would  not,  in  my  opinion,  produce  any 
effect.  Have  practised  12  years — graduated  at  Yale  Col- 
lege. Some  of  the  perforations  as  large  as  my  little  finger 
— rare  thing  to  use  instruments  in  delivery  among  the  best 
practitioners — the  wounds  could  not  have  been  inflicted  by 
obstetrical  forceps — probably  the  blood  found,  proceeded 
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from  the  punctures — think  the  wounds  could  not  have  been 
inflicted  by  the  deceased,  though  she  might  have  bodily 
strength  sufficient :  the  pain  it  would  produce  would  pre- 
vent her;  it  would  also  be  difficult  for  her  to  get  at  herself. 
Have  never  examined  a  dead  body  whose  death  was  occa- 
sioned by  wounds.,  Forceps  are  used  in  cases  of  difficult 
delivery — various  kinds  used — cannot  tell  the  kind  of  in- 
strument used  in  this  case ;  might  have  been  a  spindle,  or 
other  metalic  instrument — could  not  have  been  occasioned 
by  external  blows.  Took  up  the  body  on  Wednesday. — 
Have  examined  one  dead  body  since  beginning  practice ; 
about  three  years  since.  The  coagulated  blood  was  most 
on  the  right  side,  but  some  on  the  left;  think  the  blood 
might  have  passed  between  the  womb  and  the  sacrum,  pro- 
vided she  lay  partly  on  her  side. 

Mary  Ann  Briggs,  of  Providence,  says  that  four  weeks 
ago  last  Saturday  Mr.  Gibbs  came  to  Miss  Leach's,  in  Prov- 
idence, Martin  street,  in  Daniel  Varnum's  house.  Gibbs 
told  Miss  Leach  that  there  was  a  young  woman  at  his  house 
in  a  family  way.  On  Mr.  Gibbs  coming  in  I  went  into  the 
bed  room.  Gibbs  wanted  she  should  go  out  and  "doctor 
off"  the  child,  for  which  he  would  give  her  fifty  dollars  and 
bear  her  expenses ;  he  wanted  her  to  go  on  Monday  or 
Wednesday,  and  she  went  on  Wednesday  in  the  stage. — 
Before  she  went  to  Gibbs'  she  went  to  Dr.  Hamilton,  as 
she  told  me,  and  borrowed  instruments.  I  saw  the  instru- 
ment; she  took  it  with  her  and  went  away  to  goto  Mr. 
Gibbs'.  She  left  Providence,  the  first  time,  on  Wednes- 
day and  returned  the  next  Tuesday  night  in  the  stage.  On 
Thursday  night,  same  week,  Mr.  Gibbs  came  after  her  with 
a  horse  and  sleigh.  She  went  with  him  between  7  and  8 
o'clock  the  same  evening.  She  returned  the  next  Wednes- 
day morning  about  5  o'clock,  (this  was  two  weeks  previous 
to  March  6th.)  She  said  a  young  man  brought  her  home 
in  a  chaise.  I  saw  her  just  after  she  got  into  the  house, 
before  she  got  her  things  off;  she  had  on  a  man's  hat,  close 
bodied  coat,  vest,  shirt  collar,  neck  handkerchief  tied  in  the 
same  manner  that  men  tie  their  handkerchiefs,  her  cloak 
over  all,  had  no  pantaloons  on,  the  rest  of  the  dress  was 
woman's  apparel ;  never  saw  them  before  they  were  left 
there  ;  have  seen  them  since  ;  had  none  of  them  on  when 
she  left  home ;  the  clothes  were  there  when  I  left  Provi- 
dence for  this  court;  can  go  there  and  find  them  unless  re- 
moved. She  said  she  operated  on  the  young  woman ;  that 
the  young  woman  was  not  willing  to  have  it  done ;  said  she 
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was  going  home,  but  Mr.    Gibbs'  daughter  told  her  she 
should  hare  it  done,  and  she  held  her  while  she  did  it;  did 
not  tell  her  name,  but  said  it  was  his  eldest  daughter,  a  wid- 
ow.    She  brought  back  the  instruments  with    her.     I  car- 
ried the  instruments  back  to  Dr.  Hamilton,  a  fortnight  ago 
to-morrow   noon,  (March  6);  the   instrument  was  about  a 
foot  long,  it  opened  like  a  pair  of  scissors,   and  had  bows 
like  scissors,  the  points  were  like   scissors  but  rounding  at 
the  end.     She  said  when  she  came  home  the  last  time  that 
she  expected  the  young  woman  would  come  to  her  house 
at  Providence  the  next  week  ;  she  said  she  got  through  the 
first  time,  and  did   not  have  to    operate  but  once;  I  under- 
stood her  that  she  delivered  the  young  woman  the  first  op- 
eration; she  said  she  used  the  instruments  she  carried,  and 
the   young  woman  wanted  to  see  them,  but  she  did  not   let 
her.      Mr.   Gibbs,  the  prisoner  in   court,  is  the    man  who 
came  to   Providence.      I   saw   him  once    before   at  Miss 
Leach's,    sometime  in  January,  think  it  was   the  fore  part, 
don't  know  as  he  had  any  business.     Miss  Leach  was  pres- 
ent and  told  me  his  name.     The  first  time   she  came  from 
Gibbs'  Miss   Leach  said  the  girl  had  lived  there  two  years, 
and   the  last  time   she  came  from   Gibbs'  she  said  the   girl 
came  there  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  before,  from  the  state 
of  New  York;  the   last  time  she  went  she  said  she  did  not 
operate  or   do  any  thing.     The   day  she  was  arrested  she 
said  Mr.   Gibbs'  son  David  brought  her  home  the  last  time, 
and  left  her  down  in  Martin  street,  opposite  Philip  Martin's; 
Miss  Leach  lives  three  or  four  houses  distant  on  the  same 
street  below  ;  she  said   she  came  back  so  dressed   in  order 
that  the  young  man  should  not  know  her;  Gibbs  and  Miss 
Leach  were  alone  the  second   time  he  came  to  her  house. 
Have  lived   with  Miss   Leach   since  2d  of  January,  *833 ; 
went  there  from  Benajah  Morse's  where  I  had  staid  a  fort- 
night ;  Mr.  Morse  keeps  a  tavern  beyond  Mill  Bridge  ;  be- 
fore  going  to  Morse's  lived  at  Jonathan   Greene's,  Broad 
street,  where    I  had  lived  5  months ;  before   that  lived  at 
Mr.   Pike's.     Never  lived  at  Parley  Cutler's;  was   there  a 
year  ago  this  spring,  staid  there  four  days,  was  there  twice 
afterwards  and  staid   perhaps  an  hour  at  a  time;  I  had  an 
aunt  there,  and  a  babe  in  my  arms;  had  no  gentlemen  visit 
me  there,  paid  no  board  at  Cutler's,  never  had  pay  for  board 
demanded  ;  did   not  pay  my  board  at  Miss  Leach's  before 
sHe  left  there;  made  no  bargain  for  board;  did  not  know 
that  her  son  objected  to  her  remaining  there;  did  not  object 
to  taking  things  away  before  paying  board ;  did  not  retain 
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her  trunk.     Had  the  first  conversation  with  Mrs.  Hyraan 
relative  to  this  prosecution  ;  next  was  a  person  here,  (here 
she  pointed  out  an  officer  of  the  court.)     Was  at  Dr.  Wads- 
worth's  and  he  asked  me  about  it,  (the   instrument.)     Had 
no  other  conversation  except  with  Mrs.  Hyman;  told  Mrs. 
Hyman  the  next  day  after  Miss   Leach  came  back  the  sec- 
ond time  ;  Mrs.  Hyman  lives  near  Miss  Leach's.     Went  to 
Dr.    Wadsworth's  after   salts ;  Dr.    Wadsworth   keeps  on 
Main  street,   Providence;  Dr.  W.  asked  what  I   had  in  my 
handkerchief;  unrolled  my  handkerchief  and  shewed  the 
instrument  to  Dr.  Wadsworth  ;  he  asked   who  had  been 
using    that  instrument;  told  him  that  Miss  Leach  had  had 
it,  and  that  it  was  Dr.  Hamilton's.     Have  not  said  I  would 
be  revenged  on  Miss  Leach  ;  don't  want  to  hurt  her.     Was 
at  Mr.  Morse's  and  had  a  lame  finger  and  was  not  able  to 
work,  therefore  went  to  Miss  Leach's;  Miss  Leach  wanted 
me  to  help  her   sew  ;  was  not  able  to  do  it.     When   Miss 
Leach  came  back   the  first  time   I  was  at   Mrs.  Hyman's 
where  my  little  girl  boards.     When  Gibbs  came  there  and 
I  was  in  the  bed  room,   could  not  see  him  or  Miss  Leach. 
Knew  James  Anthony;  he  worked  for  Mr.  Hidden  ;  I  then 
lived  at  Gov.  Arnold's,  and  I  got  offended  with  his  wife  and 
left  his  house  ;  I  took  offence  at  her  telling  me   I  did   not 
clean   my   brass  well;  she  told  me  that  I  was  in  the  stage 
with   James  Anthony — this  was  last  May — staid   at   Gov. 
Arnold's  four  weeks ;  made  my  home  at  Mr.  Pike's  nearly 
three  years.     Had  no    conversation  with  any  one  when  I 
carried  the  instrument  home,  except  Dr.  Wadsworth,  and 
stopt  at  no  other  place.      Mrs.  Hyman  lives  near  the  church 
over  the  bridge  ;  has  two  children  both  living  with  her. — 
Mr.  Morse  did  not  turn  me  away;  went  away  on  account  of 
my  finger   being  sore.     Miss  Leach  wore  her  own    bonnet 
when  she  went  to  Mr.  Gibbs' ;  when  she  was  arrested  she 
borrowed  my  bonnet  to  wear  out  here  ;  a  straw  bonnet  with 
a  green  veil ;  her  bonnet  is  a  green  calash  ;  said  she  want- 
ed my  bonnet  in  order  that  they  should  not  know  her;  had 
the  same  bonnet  when  I  went  to  live  with  Miss  Leach,  and 
carried  it  there  with  me  ;  Miss  Leach  and  I  exchanged  bon- 
nets last  evening  in  the  other  room;  came  here  last  Satur- 
day; I  came  in  the  stage  ;  Miss  Leach  and  myself  were  in 
the  bed   room   and  she  proposed  exchanging  bonnets. — 
Jonathan  Greene  dismissed  me. 

Stephen  Burlingame. — The  time  Sally  Burdick  died, 
Mr.  Gibbs  came  to  my  house  and  said  she  was  in  a  fit  or 
dying,  and  wanted  my  wife  to  go  to  his  house — this  was  a 
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fortnight  ago  last  night,  (4th  March)  my  wife  said  she  could 
not  go  on  foot,  I  harnessed  my  horse  and  carried  her  to  Mr. 
Gibbs'  house,  she  got  out  and  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Gibbs, 
I  went  after  Mrs.  Lyon,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  off,  and  brought 
her  to  Mr.  Gibbs,  hitched  my  horse  and  went  into  the 
house  and  upstairs,  where  Sally  was,  thought  she  want 
dead,  but  discovered  no  alteration,  but  now  thinks  she  was 
dead  when  he  went  in,  I  stayed  but  a  kw  minutes,  this  was 
between  3  and  4  o'clock,  P.  M.  Sally  lay  low  in  the  bed, 
my  wife  had  previously  been  unwell.  David  Gibbs,  1  think 
went  to  Providence  a  fortnight  ago  last  Thursday;  started 
in  the  afternoon  ;  saw  his  horse  tackled  into  a  sleigh,  the 
next  day  he  asked  me  if  I  did  not  think  he  went  to  Provi- 
dence quick,  said  he  had  been  there  and  about  a  mile  from 
the  market  I  think  he  said  somewhere  by  the  College,  said 
he  went  after  money,  saw  some  kegs  in  the  sleigh,  saw  no 
barrel  of  flour,  but  saw  lumps  of  sugar,  when  he  went  away 
there  was  some  kegs  in  the  sleigh,  think  he  said  something 
about  a  barrel  of  flour. 

Mrs.  Cema  Burlingame,  of  Coventry.  Miss  Leach 
being  pointed  out  to  the  witness,  could  not  say  for  a  cer- 
tainty that  she  ever  saw  her  before.  Mr.  Gibbs  came  to 
our  house  and  said  that  Sally  was  dying  or  in  a  fit,  this  wa3 
Monday  afternoon,  two  weeks  ago  yesterday.  (March  4)  I 
went  to  Gibbs,  and  went  up  stairs  where  she  was  ;  they 
said  she  had  had  such  a  spell  and  came  out  of  it ;  she  ap- 
peared as  though  she  was  dead  when  I  went  in  and  looked 
at  her,  I  rubbed  her  with  some  brandy  and  discovered  signs 
of  life,  I  continued  rubbing  her  until  I  thought  she  was 
dead,  think  she  breathed  once  after  I  went  in,  she  lay  on 
the  bed,  the  other  bed  was  doubled  together,  and  some  pil- 
lows were  under  her  head  ;  her  feet  was  drawed  up  in  the 
bed,  and  1  told  Mrs.  Burdick,  her  sister  in  law,  that  it  would 
be  proper  to  straiten  down  her  feet,  her  sister  put  a  chair 
at  the  footbf  the  bed,  her  knees  came  about  to  the  foot  of 
the  bedstead,  Mrs.  Burdick  said  she  doubled  the  bed  be- 
cause J)lood  began  to  come  through  her,  she  told  me  she 
was  in  a  family  way,  said  that  Sally  told  her  of  it  the  day 
before,  that  she  knew  nothing  of  it  before  ;  said  Sally  fell 
down  cellar  awhile  before  and  made  her  lame,  Mrs.  Lyon 
came  in,  and  I  told  her  that  I  thought  it  proper  to  remove 
the  bed  from  under  her  in  order  to  have  her  straight  to  lay 
her  out  ;  there  was  an  under  bed  and  two  small  beds  under 
her,  one  of  straw — we  took  out  the  beds  and  all  the  pillows 
but  one  which  we  laid  under  her  head.     Mrs.  Lyoncarried 
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the  bed  into  another  room  and  laid  it  upon  the  floor,  we 
put  a  pillow  under  her  head,  tied  on  a  muffler  and  closed  her 
eyes.  Mrs,  Burdick  and  Emily  Gibbs  were  in  the  room 
when  I  fix st  went  in,  Mrs.  Burdick  said  she  did  not  send  for 
her  friends  because  she  was  not  willing,  but  was  sorry  that 
she  had  not  sent  for  them,  she  wanted  her  (Mrs.  Burdick)  to 
take  rare  of  her  herself,  said  she  had  taken  care  of  her,  had 
not  for  one  or  two  nights  undressed  herself,  said  she  had 
followed  the  Doctor's  directions,  or  near  as  she  could;  said 
she  had  given  her  six  injections  *,  had  given  her  four  drops 
of  Croton  oil  ;  said  that  she  had  given  her  a  good  deal  of 
physic,  but  it  had  no  operation  ;  asked  me  if  I  thought 
Doct.  Carpenter  knew  that  she  was  in  a  family  way,  told 
her  I  thought  he  did,  said  she  had  regular  pains  all  day,  but 
not  very  hard  ;  said  she  had  walked  from  the  bed  to  the 
fire  three  times  during  that  day  ;  she  continued  puking  by 
spells  all  day  or  a  good  part  of  the  day,  said  she  wondered 
what(Greene  would  think  now  :  Mrs.  Hoxie  came  in,  we 
proceeded  about  laying  out  the  corpse  ;  laid  out  the  corpse. 
Mr.  Gibbs  enquired  whether  he  had  better  see  about  get- 
ting the  coffin,  or  wait  till  her  friends  came  down.  Mrs. 
Hoxie  took  a  measure  on  a  stick  which  was  sent  up  cham- 
ber. 1  assisted  her  in  taking  it,  after  we  had  laid  her  out 
we  removed  her  into  another  room,  the  hall  ;  she  died  in 
the  South  chamber  over  the  dining  room  ;  they  could  not 
find  her  fine  shirt  and  petticoat,and  she  was  laid  out  in  some 
that  Mrs.  Burdick  said  was  hers  ;  unlocked  her  trunk  but 
could  not  find  the  clothes.  Emily  Gibbs  came  to  our  house 
Sunday  morning  before  Sally  died,  and  asked  for  an  in' 
jection  pipe,  and  asked  me  iff  was  well  enough  to  go  and 
assist  in  giving  an  injection,  told  her,  thought  I  was  not, 
that  my  pipe  was  not  at  home,  but  at  Mr.  Morse's,  she  said 
she  was  going  after  it,  and  went  that  way.  Her  clothes 
across  the  stomach  appeared  to  be  wet  as  if  she  had  been 
bathed  with  something  ;  did  not  see  any  thing  looked  like 
violence  ;  when  laying  her  out,  she  frothed  at  the  mouth 
and  nose,  I  assisted  in  putting  on  the  shrou  I  ;  the  day  she 
was  buried  Mrs.  Jordan  and  Owens  was  with  me,  I  saw  a 
spot  partly  on  her  shoulder  and  neck  about  as  large  as  a 
cent  which  was  purple,  Mrs.  Burdick  said  that  Sally  was 
unwilling  to  have  the  neighbors,  she  observed  to  Mrs. 
Hoxie  if  Mrs.  Burlingame  had  been  well,  she  should  not 
have  sent  for  her.  Emily  was  in  the  room  when  I  got 
there.  Mr.  Gibbs  said  something  about  going  to  the  City, 
(Rice  City.)     Mrs.  Burdick  said  that  Sally  jumped  out  the 
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chaise  going  to  meeting,  in  consequence  of  some  difficulty, 
said  it  was  going  down  the  hill.  They  were  going  to  meet- 
ing and  her  father  ordered  the  horse  and  chaise  up  and  Sal- 
ly concluded  to  go,  she  overtook  Mrs.  Burdick  and  Mrs. 
Owen,  and  took  them  into  the  chaise,  Sally  became  offend- 
ed at  some  conversation  and  jumped  oirt  of  the  chaise ; 
Mrs.  Burdick  thought  she  had  a  narrow  escape  in  jumping 
out,  said  they  were  upon  a  trot  going  down  the  hill  towards 
Mr.  George  Fairbanks  ;  difficulty  something  about  going 
to  meeting  ;  thought  Sally  had  not  been  so  well  since,  the 
jumping  out  was  a  fortnight  and  one  day  previous  to  her 
death.  Mrs.  Burdick  was  talking  about  the  health  of  Sally, 
and  related  the  foregoing  circumstances — went  into  Mr. 
Gibbs'  house,  saw  a  woman  sitting  in  the  corner  of  the  di- 
ning room,  on  my  coming  in,  she  left  the  room.  Mrs.  Bur- 
dick said  it  was  a  woman  that  came  in  the  stage  ;  this  was 
about  twelve  days  before  Sally  died,  it  was  on  Thursday, 
said  the  woman  had  business  at  the  Liberty  Factory,  said 
that  Sally  was  unwell  with  a  sore  throat,  said  the  weather 
was  so  cold  that  her  father  was  going  to  do  her  business, 
thinks  Miss  Leach  resembles  the  woman  1  saw  at  Gibbs, 
the  beds  were  carried  out  of  the  room  in  which  Sally  died 
rolled  up;  the  Thursday  before  Sally  died,  was  at  Gibbs, 
and  thinks  Eliza  (Mrs.  Burdick,)  said  her  father  was  gone 
to  Providence,  Sally  was  standing  by  a  barrel  pounding 
clothes,  did  not  look  well,  enquired  of  Sally  how  she  did, 
said  her  throat  was  better — went  into  five  rooms  in  the 
house,  but  did  not  go  into  all  the  rooms,  think  I  wejitin 
every  room  in  the  chambers,  discovered  no  design  of  keep- 
ing me  from  any  part  of  the  house — can't  remember  of 
hearing  that  Sally  had  a  fall  before  her  death  ;  saw  her 
between  the  time  of  jumping  out  of  the  carriage  and  her 
death,  went  up  into  her  room  about  a  week  before  she  died. 
Hiram  Sweet  of  Coventry  ;  on  being  requested  to 
look  at  Miss  Leach,  said  he  had  seen  her  before  ;  four  weeks 
ago  to  day,  she  came  to  Mr.  David  Gibbs  in  the  stage,  she 
came  into  the  bar  room  where  I  was,  and  Mr.  Gibbs  passed 
her  into  the  dining  room,  when  Mr.  Gibbs  came  out  of  the 
room>  he  said  she  was  a  passenger  and  wanted  to  go  down  to 
Liberty  Factory  that  night,  but  as  the  wheeling  was  very  bad, 
thought  he  should  not  cany  her  until  the  next  morning.  I 
was  at  Gibbs  and  set  up  with  the  corpse  the  night  before  it  was 
buried;  about  11  o'clock  Mr.  Gibbs  came  into  the  room  and 
asked  his  son  David,  if  he  did  not  want  to  take  a  ride  that  eve- 
ning, David  said  he  would.     Mr,  Gibbs  said  there  was  a  pas 
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senger  there  that  wanted  to  go  to  Providence,  for  his  family 
were  sick,  said  if  he  would  go  he  might  have  the  pay  for  carry- 
ing him,  Mr.  Gibbs  and  David  went  down  and  directly  Mr. 
Gibbs  came  up  again  and  said  he  was  to  have  four  dollars  and 
the  expence  for  carrying  the  passenger.  David  directly 
started  off  in  a  carriage,  did  not  go  down  to  see  the  carriage. 
Before  Gibbs  came  up  the  first  time,  I  heard  stirring  in  the 
bar  room,  but  no  talking  ;  but  few  in  the  bar  room  that  night* 
Gihbs,  said  a  gentlemen,  brought  the  passenger  there,  or  a  part 
of  the  way.  1  live  at  Col.  Samuel  Gibbs,  never  saw  the  wo- 
man at  any  other  time  except  the  one  before  mentioned.  She 
stood  by  the  fire  a  ftw  moments  after  coming  in,  dont  recol- 
lect whether  she  had  on  a  veil,  if  so  it  was  not  over  her  face. 
Mr.  Gibbs  was  in  bed  when  I  went  there — stirring  about  the 
bar  and  dining  room.  David  came  back  from  Providence  the 
next  day  about  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  brought  a  pair 
of  pumps  with  him,  Mr.  Gibbs  generally  invites  ladies  into  the 
dining  room  ;  the  next  day  was  cold  and  slippery,  and  dan- 
gerous to  get  about  with  smooth  horses,  he  did  not  get  his  hors- 
es shod  till  Saturday,  the  night  I  watched  with  the  corpse, 
Emily  did  not  go  to  bed  till  after  the  passenger  went  away,  I 
dont  know  whether  he  took  supper. 

Joseph  Spalding,  of  Coventry,  says  on  the  day  of  the 
funeral  of  the  young  woman,  I  attended  the  funeral  at  the 
house  of  Mr.  Gibbs,  I  remarked  to  Gibbs  that  there  had  been 
a  sudden  death  in  his  house,  he  said  there  had  been — asked 
how  long  she  had  been  sick  ;  he  said  she  had  been  out  of  health 
for  something  like  a  fortnight,  but  not  so  as  to  be  particularly 
confined,  but  able  to  be  about ;  he  said  that  on  the  day  she 
died,  he  had  occasion  to  go  from  home,  that  he  did  not  consid- 
er her  any  more  dangerous  than  any  of  his  family  and  he  sup- 
posed he  had  not  been  gone  more  than  half  an  hour  before  she 
died.  Mr.  Gibbs  was  in  the  bar,  and  I  was  out,  a  number  of 
persons  were  standing  about  the  room. 

John  Angell,  called  by  Prisoner,  says  I  put  up  for  Mr 
Gibbs  some  rum,  sugar,  tea,  nutmegs,  &c. ;  cannot  tell  wheth- 
er he  was  in  wagon  or  sleigh  ;  said  he  wanted  a  barrel  of  flour, 
but  could  not  carry  it ;  this  was  about  three  weeks  ago  ;  dont 
remember  the  day  of  the  week;  I  keep  on  the  Hill  in  Provi- 
dence. This  was,  I  think,  in  the  afternoon,  it  was  at  any  rate 
in  the  day  time. 

Deliverance  Hoxie,  of  Coventry.  I  was  called  up- 
on by  Mr.  Burlingame,  to  go  to  Mr.  Gibbs,  went  and 
found  Mrs.  Burlingame  and  Mrs.  Lyon  then  in  the  room 
where  tht  corpse  was  :  I  enquired  whether  she  was  dead, 
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they  said  they  supposed  so  ;  I  then  enquired  how  long  she 
had  been  dead,  they  said  about  half  an  hour.  Mrs.  Lyon 
said  she  thought  she  had  been  there  half  an  hour, 
we  talked  about  laying  her  out,  I  remarked  there  was  no 
hurry  about  it  if  she  had  not  been  dead  more  than  three 
quarters  of  an  hour,  we  prepared  for  laying  out  as  soon  as 
the  things  were  brought,  we  washed  her  and  then  laid  her 
out.  Mrs.  Burdick  said  she  had  been  complaining  about  a 
fortnight.  The  bed  appeared  to  be  different  from  a  com- 
mon bed  of  sickness,  there  was  a  straw  bed  and  trundle- 
bed  laid  on  each  side  of  the  corpse,  saw  no  unusual  appear- 
ance on  the  body  ;  rafter  laying  out  the  corpse  we  carried 
the  beds  into  the  back  chamber,  Mrs.  Burdick  said  she 
thought  her  death  was  occasioned  by  the  hurt  or  falling  out 
of  the  chaise,  said  that  Sally  told  her  the  day  before  that 
she  was  in  a  family  way,  said  "  1  suppose  you  won't  say 
any  thing  about  it,"  don't  remember  my  answer  precisely. 
Mrs.  Burdick  said  they  were  going  to  meeting,  Sally  con- 
cluded to  go,  there  was  a  woman  there  by  the  name  of 
Owen,  Mrs.  B.  and  Mrs.  Owen,  went  on,  the  chaise  was  or- 
dered up  and  Sally  in  it  overtook  them.  Sally  asked  Mrs. 
Burdick  if  she  was  not  going  to  get  into  the  chaise,  she 
answered  she  was,  if  she  would  let  her.  They  got  in,  and 
Mrs.  Burdick  said  she  supposed  she  must  be  the  negro. 
As  they  were  trotting  down  hill,  Sally  jumped  out  and  fell 
upon  her  stomach.  She  appeared  to  be  offended  at  the  an- 
swer of  Mrs.  Burdick,  "  that  she  should  get  in  if  she  would 
let  her."  Mrs.  Burdick  said  that  she  was  in  the  room 
when  Sally  died,  and  called  Emily,  her  sister,  and  that  no 
other  person  was  in  the  room,  there  was  no  other  female  in 
the  family.  Mr.  Burlingame  came  and  said  that  Sally  Bur- 
dick was  either  dead  or  dying.  I  was  shocked.  Took  a 
great  coat  and  ran  to  Mr.  Gibbs.  He  was  in  the  bar-room 
with  some  gentlemen.  I  enquired  where  was  the  dead  or 
'lying,  he  said  in  the  back  chamber.  I  went  immediately 
to  the  room — before  she  was  laid  out,  Mr.  Gibbs  came  into 
the  room  and  brought  wood.  It  was  said  by  some  one,  it 
was  a  sudden  death,  he  said  *'  yes,"  he  further  said,  that  he 
had  been  to  the  City  about  an  under  jacket,  and  if  he  had 
not  come  back  sooner  than  common,  she  would  have  been 
dead  before  his  return — I  took  the  measure  for  the  coffin 
— after  she  was  partly  laid  out,  Mrs.  Burdick  handed  in  the 
stick  for  the  measure,  before  we  had  got  through  laying  out 
the  corpse — there  was  something  said  about  Sally's  doing 
something  to  the  jacket. 
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Rhoda  Owen,  of  Coventry  says,  I  hare  seen  no  wo- 
man at  Gibbs',  except  the  family,  the  winter  past;  do'nt 
recollect  of  ever  seeing  Miss  Leach  before — 1  set  out  to  go 
to  meeting  and  stopped  at  Gibbs',  Mrs.  Burdick  said  she 
was  about  ready  to  go,  told  her  she  should  like  her  compa- 
ny, we  started  along — Mr.  Gibbs  ordered  the  horse  into 
the  chaise;  the  chaise  was  brought  to  the  door,  we  went  to 
the  door  to  get  into  the  chaise,  Sally  Burdick  said,  "  are 
you  not  going  to  wait  for  me,"  Mrs.  Burdick  said  she  did 
not  know  she  was  going  to  meeting.  I  told  her  that  if 
Sally  was  going,  I  would  walk  along  on  foot.  Mrs.  Bur- 
dick said  she  would  go  with  me,  and  Sally  might  take  the 
horse  and  chaise  and  come  along — overtook  us  very  quick 
after  leaving  Gibbs  :  Sally  enquired  if  she  want  going  to 
get  in,  Mrs.  Burdick  said  she  was  if  she  had  no  objections — 
nothing  more  said.  Mrs.  Burdick  told  me  to  get  in  ;  I  got 
in,  asked  where  I  should  set,  she  said  there,  •'  I  will  be 
negro  and  drive."  I  set  on  the  seat  with  Sally,  Mrs.  Bur- 
dick set  down  forward.  Drove  on  till  we  got  below  Mr. 
McGreigor's  in  a  smart,  trot,  Sally  rose  up  and  attempted 
to  get  out.  Mrs.  Burdick  catched  hold  of  her  clothes  and 
said,  "  Sally  what  are  you  going  to  get  out  for?"  she  jump- 
ed out,  and  fell  on  her  face  ;  we  stopped  and  T  jumped  out 
and  enquired  if  it  had  bruised  her  face,  she  said  not,  Mrs. 
Burdick  asked  her  if  she  did  not  think  it  would  hurt  her, 
she  made  no  reply,  got  into  the  chaise  again  and  went  with 
us  to  meeting  ;  had  a  bonnet  on  her  head,  her  clothes  were 
not  deranged  by  the  fall,  the  jumping  out  was  a  fortnight 
and  one  day  before  her  death.  Afterwards  told  me  that 
she  was  unwell,  said  that  she  was  subject  to  the  quinzy 
and  had  a  sore  throat  ;  this  was  a  week  before  she  died — 
the  Thursday  before  she  died,  I  worked  at  Mr.  Gibbs', 
washed  the  bed  clothes  after  her  death  ;  found  no  unusual 
appearance  on  the  bed  clothes ;  did  not  know  her  situation 
at  that  time  ;  while  washing  the  first  time,  she  came  to  the 
barrel  where  I  was  washing  clothes,  and  took  hold  of  the 
pounder.  I  thought  it  imprudent  for  her  to  be  there,  and 
advised  her  to  go  into  the  other  room.  She  accordingly 
went ;  never  gave  any  reason  for  jumping  out  of  the  chaise. 
Mrs.  Burdick  said,  when  she  went  to  meeting  with  her  be- 
fore she  thought  she  would  never  go  with  her  again  for  she 
seemed  to  feel  above  her.  She  said  if  she  had  any  where 
else  to  live,  she  could  live  under  Sally  no  longer  ;  this  was 
before  we  got  into  the  chaise,  The  night  after  the  corpse 
was  taken  up,  Mr,  Gibbs  sent  for  me,  I  went  to  his  house 
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and  he  wanted  to  know  whether  I  should  say  the  horse 
was  standing  or  going  when  Sally  jumped  out  of  the  chaise. 
Nothing  peculiar  at  the  laying  out,  there  were  two  small 
beds  on  the  bed,  and  a  kersey  blanket  on  the  bed. 

Mary  Jordan,  of  Coventry.  I  have  seen  a  strange  wo- 
man at  Gibbs',  the  winter  past.  That  is  the  woman  (point- 
ing to  Miss  Leach)  she  asked  Emily  or  Eliza,  for  an  apple. 
She  was  in  the  dining  room  ;  never  saw  her  there  but  once  ; 
saw  her  there  not  more  than  a  week  before  Sally  Burdick 
died,  Eliza  or  Emily  said  that  she  came  in  the  stage  but 
they  did  not  know  who  she  was  :  was  at  Gibbs'  the  Tues- 
day after  the  woman  came  in  the  stage  ;  went  there  on  an 
errand  :  when  1  saw  the  woman  there,  had  been  at  Stephen 
Burlingamc's  :  it  was  at  night,  Sally  was  taken  sick  be- 
fore the  woman  came  :  I  was  there,  and  Sally  came  down 
and  said  she  had  a  sore  throat — went  to  Mr.  Burlingame's 
to  take  home  a  horse  and  waggon  :  stopped  at  Gibbs',  and 
saw  the  woman  :  went  to  Gibbs'  one  morning  and  asked 
Emily  to  let  me  go  up  stairs  and  see  Sally.  Emily  or  Eli- 
za said,  wait  a  {ew  minutes  and  she  would  go  up  with  me — 
Mrs.  Burdick  asked  me  to  go  out  with  her  :  I  went  out,  we 
were  in  the  dining  room — this  was  Tuesday  previous  to 
seeing  Miss  Leach  there  :  this  was  the  same  day  that  my 
father  and  myself  went  to  the  other  state,  [Connecticut] 
William  Steere  came  in  after  I  got  there.  After  going  out 
doors,  I  came  back  and  asked  Emily  again  to  go  up  and 
see  Sally.  Emily  or  Eliza  said,  may  be  she  is  asleep,  I 
asked  them  if  she  lay  a  bed  all  the  time,  they  said,  no  ; — 
she  set  up  in  the  front  chamber  where  that  woman  was  ;  — 
this  was  in  the  morning  :  I  saw  the  woman  before  we  had 
any  talk  about  going  up  stairs.  When  I  carried  the  horse 
and  waggon  home  my  mother  had  had  it  to  go  to  Mr.  Car- 
penter's had  the  same  horse  and  waggon  to  go  to  Rillingly. 
Think  I  first  told  the  conversation  I  had  with  Emily  to  Mr. 
Fairbanks'  folks,  the  Friday  night  after  Sally  died  :  think 
Mrs.  Fairbanks  began  the  talk,  but  am  not  confident.  Mrs- 
Fairbanks  said  if  she  was  in  my  place  she  would  not  go  to 
Gibbs'  any  more  to  work  :  Mrs.  Fairbanks  said  something 
about  Mr.  Gibbs  and  Mrs.  Burdick,  but  do'nt  remember 
what.  I  also  told  Jane  McGriegor  aboutitat  School,  Jane 
told  me  they  were  going  to  dig  up  Sally,  and  I  then  told 
them  this  conversation  with  Mr.  Gibbs'  girls.  Stephen 
Burlingame  asked  me  if  I  was  summoned  to  court,  told  him 
I  was  not,  Mr.  Fairbanks  came  to  our  house  and  asked  me  if 
I  knew  any  thing  about  this   affair,  told  him   that  I  saw  th§ 
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woman  at  David  Gibbs',  and  the  conversation  with  Eliza  and 
Emily.  Mr.  Fairbanks  said  I  must  be  summoned  :  ray 
mother  was  present  and  said  she  was  glad  she  did  not  know 
any  thing  about  it.  Mr.  F.  said  there  was  a  spindle  run 
up  in  Sally  a  foot,  and  the  child  was  all  cut  up,  and  that  it 
was  a  dreadful  thing — understood  him  to  mean  Gibbs  and 
Mrs.  Burdick,  had  heard  that  Miss  Leach,  Mrs.  Burdickand 
David  Gibbs  had  done  it — heard  it  from  her  father  and  mo- 
ther, and  at  school — going  to  school  one  day,  stopped  at 
Mr.  Gibbs,  asked  Emily  if  she  was  going  to  school,  said  yes. 
Enquired  who  got  breakfast,  Family  said  she  got  it  herself. 
Sally  came  down  and  said  she  had  nothing  but  a  sore  throat, 
do'nt  recollect  how  long  this  was  before  Sally's  death,  but 
it  was  before  I  saw  the  woman  there,  returning  from  school 
stopped  again  :  Mrs.  Burdick  said  you  know  Sally  began 
to  cry  before  you  went  away.  She  was  taken  a  puking, 
said  she  gave  her  medicine,  thinks  it  was  hartshorn.  Mr. 
Fairbanks  told  me  to  tell  the  truth,  and  nothing  but  the 
truth — the  morning  Sally  died,  I  was  at  Mr.  Gibbs'  and.  en- 
quired how  Sally  was,  the  girls  said  she  was  better. 

Mary  Jordan,  Sen.  of  Coventry.  I  was  present  at  the 
time  the  robe  was  put  on  ;  discovered  a  little  red  spot  on  the 
right  shoulder  about  as  big  as  a  cent,  Wednesday  night,  three 
or  four  weeks  ago,  the  night  before  the  meeting  at  the  school 
house,  my  daughter  went  home  with  Mr.  Burlingames'  wagon. 
I  had  it  to  go  to  Samuel  Carpenter's.*  The  next  week  on  Mon- 
day or  Tuesday  my  husband  and  daughter  went  to  Killingly  ; 
think  it  was  on  Tuesday  :  think  Sally  Burdick  died  the  next 
week  on  Monday.  Mr,  Fairbanks  came  to  our  house  and 
asked  my  daughter  what  she  knew  about  the  Sally  Burdick  af- 
fair, she  told  him.  He  said  they  found  a  child  cut  to  pieces, 
he  told  my  daughter  to  tell  the  truth — Mr.  Fairbanks  said  he 
thought  they  had  used  harsh  means. 

Dr.  Thomas  O  H.  Carpenter  Jr.  of  Foster.  I  was 
present  at  the  examination  and  dissection  of  the  body  of  the 
deceased.  The  first  thing  discovered  was  a  slight  discharge 
at  the  mouth  ;  stripped  the  body  and  found  it  generally  dis- 
coloied  from  the  arm  pits  down  to  the  middle  of  the  waist, 
and  from  each  breast  to  the  turn  of  the  ribs  appeared  to  be  mor- 
tified, of  a  darkish  hue,  the  front  of  the  body  exhibited  no  ap- 
pearance different  from  ordinary  bodies,  the  skin  appeared 
natural  ;  on  the  back  part  of  the  body  from  the  top  of  the 
shoulders  to  the  hips,  and  sideways  to  the  lines  of  the  other 
discolorations  of  a  bright  scarlet  color,  resembling  measles, 
legs  and  arms  much  like  other  dead  bodies  that  had  lain  as 
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long  as  this  had  ;  shape  of  the  body  was  different  from  the 
generality  of  dead  bodies,  the  abdomen  larger  and  appear- 
ed to  be  swollen  ;  opened  the  body  and  found  the  organs  in- 
ternally exhibiting  the  appearance  of  mortification,  the  mem- 
brane that  lines  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  was  in  some  degree 
detached  from  its  adhes;on — of  a  darkish  colored  appearance  ; 
the  omentum  or  caul  was  of  a  dark  color  and  rather  smaller 
than  usual — appeared  to  be  shrivelled,  the  vessels  of  the  caul 
gorged  with  blood — Examined  the  womb,  the  womb  is  covered 
with  a  part  of  the  same  membrane  and  presented  a  like  ap- 
pearance— intestines  full  of  wind,  otherwise  natural.  Among 
these  organs  a  great  quantity  of  coagulated  blood,  part  of  the 
blood  taken  from  the  body,  dissected  the  womb  from  the  body, 
laid  upon  the  table  to  examine,  and  found  to  contain  a  child 
which  was  taken  out  with  its  membranes  and  appendages — 
came  out  entire — -child  taken  from  the  membrane  to  be  ex- 
amined— found  it  to  be  a  perfect  female  child,  13  inches  long  ; 
then  particularly  examined  the  womb  5  found  at  its  mouth  six 
holes  ;  another  hole  at  the  very  edge  of  the  lips  ;  two  or  three 
of  the  holes  penetrating  to  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  The 
appearances  surrounding  these  six  holes  were  different  from 
the  other  parts  and  looked  like  mortification,  they  were  about 
an  inch  each  way  from  the  holes,  forming  a  circle  whose  diam- 
eter would  be  about  ten  inches,  the  holes  in  general  would  ad- 
mit a  common  size  goose  quill,  some  variation  in  their  size, 
the  extreme  parts  of  the  passage  leading  to  the  womb  were 
examined  ;  my  opinion  was  that  the  external  parts  were  not 
materially  different  from  any  other  dead  person,  excepting  as 
it  regarded  color,  that  the  opening  was  not  different  from  dead 
persons  generally,  the  external  appearance  of  the  body  might 
be  the  effects  of  death  ;  have  frequently  seen  the  same  in 
dead  bodies — it  is  possible  they  might  be  occasioned  by  vio- 
lence, but  think  these  were  not ;  the  stomach  was  taken  out 
and  examined  and  its  contents  taken  from  it  ;  it  contained  in 
quantity  about  a  gill  of  matter  resembling  green  paint,  no- 
thing singular  in  the  external  appearance  of  the  stomach  ;  the 
coats  of  the  stomach  both  externally  and  internally  were  in  a 
healthy  state.  The  liver  and  lungs  were  examined,  and  exhib- 
ited healthy  appearances;  the  heart  was  taken  out  and  exam- 
ined, and  did  not  look  different  from  other  hearts  I  had  seen 
taken  from  other  dead  persons,  I  think  it  possible  that  such 
wounds  might  heal,  the  probable  effect  would  be  mortification, 
and  that  might  terminate  in  death.  It  is  my  opinion,  that  the 
deceased  came  to  her  death  by  inflammation  and  internal  bleed- 
ing, which  might  have  originated  in  those  wounds  :  the  blood 
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in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  I  thought,  ought  to  be  traced  to 
its  source ;  but  the  other  gentlemen  thought  it  unnecessary,  and 
it  was  omitted  :  the  fact  that  the  greatest  part  of  the  blood 
was  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  womb  from  the  wounds,  in  a 
clotted  state,  was  evidence  to  my  mind,  that  it  did  not  proceed 
from  the  wounds  ;  the  blood  from  wherever  it  came  must  have 
come  there  before  coagulation,  and  there  remained.  Another 
reason  that  makes  me  think  the  blood  did  not  come  from  the 
wounds,  is,  that  blood,  when  flowing  into  the  cavity  coagu- 
lates more  readily  than  when  flowing  externally.  Saw  the 
deceased  twice  before  she  died  ;  the  effort  of  vomiting  might 
rupture  a  blood  vessel  and  so  might  a  fall ;  the  deceased  has 
frequently  called  on  me  for  medicine  ;  in  her  last  considered 
her  disease  to  be  an  inflammation  of  the  abdomen,  but  did  not 
locate  it  at  any  particular  organ  ;  the  symptoms  were  these — 
she  complained  of  general  pain  of  the  region  of  the  abdo- 
men, soreness,  frequent  sickness  at  stomach,  and  vomiting, 
prostration  of  strength,  quick  pulse  and  fever  ,  when  I  first 
saw  her,  considered  her  dangerous;  compl  lined  of  thirst, 
tongue  covered  with  a  whitish  coat  and  rather  dry  to  the 
touch,  I  ordered  medicine  for  her,  the  first  time  I  saw  her 
was  Saturday  evening,  she  died  Monday  afternoon.  Second 
time  I  saw  her  was  Sunday  afternoon  ;  staid  till  evening  ;  did 
gohome  between  the  visits,  the  first  time  was  after  9  o'clock 
whtn  called,  about  10  o'clock  when  1  got  there  ;  she  said  she 
had  been  unwell  some  for  some  days,  attended  with  cough, 
said^nothing  about  falling  out  of  chaise  Jsa\  no  person  there 
but  the  family  ;  some  of  the  family  might  have  said  that  she 
fell  down  stairs  but  cannot  recollect  distinctly  whether  they 
told  me  of  them  then,  or  afterwards,  or  whether  some  other 
person  has  since  spoken  of  it ;  she  was  in  extreme  pain  at  both 
my  visits  ;  the  symptoms  might  have  proceeded  from  other 
causes  than  the  internal  wounds.  If  inflammation  should 
follow  the  wounds,  these  symptoms  would  follow  the  inflam- 
mation, there  must  have  been  a  cause  for  the  inflammation, 
but  should  not  like  to  say  positively  that  the  wounds  caused 
the  inflammation  ;  the  wounds  had  the  appearance  of  being 
made  with  a  pointed  cutting  instrument ;  should  think  a  per- 
son might  inflict  the  wounds  upon  herself;  can't  tell  whether 
the  holes  were  made  by  a  round  or  pointed  instrument  ;  the 
holes  were  circular  ;  think  they  might  have  been  made  with 
one  kind  of  instrument  which  physicians  sometimes  use  ;  but 
not  with  the  common  obstetrical  forceps.  Mr.  Gibbs  came 
after  me  and  said  Sally  Burdick  was  very  sick  ;  I  declined  go- 
ing, and  asked  him  if  he  could  not  wait  till  morning,  he  said 
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he  could  not ;  went  and  found  his  eldest  daughter,  Mrs.  Bur- 
dick  in  the  room  ;  the  family  appeared  to  feel  interested  in 
her  case,  and  to  exert  themselves  as  much  as  in  common  ca- 
ses ;  at  the  second  visit,  Mrs.  Burdick  was  in  the  room,  and 
in  a  few  minutes  his  youngest  daughter  came  in,  and  I  do'nt 
know  but  Mr,  Gibbs  came  in  :  enquired  about  the  operation  of 
the  medicine  :  ordered  Croton  oil  at  the  first  visit,  one  drop  at 
a  dose  to  be  repeated  in  about  an  hour,  with  other  cathartics  ; 
the  second  visit  they  told  me  the  medicine  had  had  a  slight  ef- 
fect, but  I  did  not  see  the  discharges  :  Croton  oil  is  quite  a 
powerful  medicine  ;  is  frequently  given  to  infants  ;  is  safe  in 
the  hands  of  a  skilful  physician  ;  staid  at  the  second  visit 
about  two  hours  and  a  half ;  the  first  time  I  staid  till  4  o'clock 
in  the  morning. 

Doct.  Mowry  Burgess,  of  Plainfield,  Conn.  *I  was  called 
to  Mr.  Gibbs'  a  week  ago.  Wednesday,  ('March  6th)  and 
when  T  arrived  there,  Doct.  James  had  got  the  body  open,  he 
was  cutting  round  the  uterus  to  take  it  away  from  the  body,  he 
cut  it  away  and  part  of  the  vagina  leading  to  it,  before  or 
after  opening  the  uterus  and  removing  the  foetus,  or  child, 
can't  say  positively  which,  discovered  the  perforations  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  vagina,  terminating  in  one  on  the  right 
side  of  the  lower  part  of  the  uterus,  on  the  left  side  of  the 
body  ;  the  holes  looked  as  though  they  had  been  made  with 
an  instrument  larger  than  a  common  sized  knitting  needle; 
perhaps  as  large  as  a  goose  quill  ;  the  probe  passed  through 
readily  ;  in  the  cavity  of  the  body  there  was  coagulated  blood, 
but  whether  it  came  by  the  dissection  could  not  determine — I 
passed  the  probe  into  five  holes,  the  holes  did  not  open  into 
the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  the  orifice  on  the  side  was  on  the 
lower  part,  none  of  the  holes  not  much  more  than  an  inch 
long — examined  the  stomach  and  found  nothing  unnatural ; 
the  vessels  round  the  bowels  were  gorged  with  blood.  The 
wounds  would  in  some  cases  destroy  life,  and  in  others  it  would 
not  ;  if  there  was  a  blood  vessel  ruptured,  it  would  be  dan- 
gerous. Examined  the  body  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
whether  she  died  a  natural  death,  or  by  violence,  and  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  probably  the  wounds  were  the  cause  of 
her  death. 

Doct.  James  said  something  about  a  further  examination, 
at  my  suggestion  the  stomach  was  examined  ;  soon  became 
satisfied  that  the  wounds  were  the  cause  of  her  death  and  did 
not  particularly  examine  further  ;  no  complete  gangrene  about 
the  wounds,  but  in  a  high  state  of  inflammation — dark  spots 
about  the  uterus,  the  face  and  neck  were  natural — the  sides 
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purple,  reddish  cast,  the  extremities  natural — do'nt  think  that 
the  discoloration  of  the  sides  was  occasioned   by  violence  ; 
were  nothing  more  than  what  is  often  seen  in  cases  of  natural 
death — saw  nothing  peculiar  about  the  external   part  of  the 
passage  to  the  vagina — did  not  particularly  examine — in  some 
cases  of  natural  death,  the  labia   is  enlarged  ;  particularly  in 
pregnancy;  supposed  if  injury  had  been  done,  it  would  not  be 
to  the  labia,    and  therefore  simply  looked  at  it ;  at  the  time  of 
our  examination  of  the  body,  the  question   was  put,  whether 
the  deceased    could   have    done  it  herself,  and   we   all,  gene- 
rally come  to  the  conclusion  that  she  could  ;  the  operation,  by 
whomsoever  it  was  performed,  was  evidently  done  by  a  bung- 
ler ;  there  was  a  note  book  kept  during  the  examination,  by 
Doct.  Andrews  ;  I  heard  it  read  but  cannot  state  particularly 
what  it  contained;  no  entry  made  without  the  unanimous  voice 
of  the  gentlemen  present — but  no  vote  taken — inflammation 
generally  takes   soon  after  the  infliction  of  a  wound — suppo- 
sed the  inflammation  was  caused  by  the  wounds — the  vomiting 
might  have  proceeded  from  the  inflammation  of  the  uterus  ; 
that  it  did,  I  have  no  doubt ;  as  the  stomach  did  not  appear  to 
be  diseased  ;  we  found  specks   of  calomel  about  the  stomach, 
washed  the  stomach  and  found  no  inflammation  ;  the  inflam- 
mation would    extend   further  than   the  injury,  the   wounds 
would  produce  soreness,  sickness  at  the  stomach   would  cause 
a  low  pulse  and  prostration  of  strength  ;  a  violent  fall    would 
produce   inflammation  of  the  bowels  ;  found  the  bowels  in  a 
state    of  inflammation.     A  fall  might  produce  an  extravasa- 
tion of  blood;  at  the  time  of  the  examination,  did  not  know 
that  the  deceased  had  had  a  violent  fall ;  have  never  seen  any 
bodies  dissected  except  two  that  were  shot ;  one  bled  profuse- 
ly ;  mortified  spots  about  the  place  where   the   ball    passed 
through  the  body  ;  the  examination  was  nine  or  ten  days  after 
death  ;  it  was  a  person  killed  at  the  battle  of  Bridgewater,  a 
fall,  violent  enough  to  produce  inflammation  might  or  might 
not  cause  a  bruise  externally  ;  should  think  that  there  might 
be  inflammation  without  procuring  abortion;  if  the  waters  were 
undisturbed  an  injury  sufficient  to  rupture   the  vessels  would 
produce  an  effect  at  the  time,  though  it  might  not  be  known 
that  a  blood  vessel  was  broken  ;  thought  the  labia   might  be 
enlarged  by  pulling  out  the  uterus  ;  there  was  a  cavity  as  large 
or  larger  than  my  thumb.     Had   1  known  that  the  deceased 
had  recently  had  a  fall,  I  don't  know  what  further  examination 
would  have  been  made,  to  have  ascertained  the  cause  of  the 
death.     I  conversed  with  Dr.  Hamilton  respecting  the  wounds, 
he  said  it  would  be  difficult  to  make  such  wounds  with  the  for^ 
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ceps  he  lent  to  Miss  Leach,  or  I  made  the  remark  to  him,  ra- 
ther think  that  I  made  the  remark  myself.  He  said  the  point 
was  blunt  and  not  sharp,  if  the  holes  were  made  with  these 
forceps,  the  instrument  must  have  been  shut  up.  It  looks  to  me 
improbable  that  the  holes  should  be  made  with  such  forceps. 

Doer.  Peleg  Clarke.  I  was  requested  by  the  coroner  on 
Tuesday  to  attend  the  examination  of  a  body,  and  did  attend, 
and  assisted  Dr.  James  in  examining  the  body;  the  abdomen 
was  first  laid  open  to  view,  and  the  vessels  and  parts  discover- 
ed an  engorgement  of  blood  ;  on  both  sides  of  the  uterus  was 
a  good  deal  of  extravasated  blood  in  clots  ;  discovered  that  the 
womb  was  impregnated  and  Doct.  James  proceeded  to  cut  it 
out  ;  it  was  laid  open  at  the  fundus  or  top,  through  the  pla- 
centa, from  which  was  extracted  a  female  child  or  foetus, 
judged  to  be  about  six  months,  with  the  membranes  and  wa- 
ter entire  ;  we  then  took  the  uterus  and  examined  it,  and  found 
five  or  six  perforations  passing  through  the  lower  part  of  the 
neck  of^he  womb,  or  upper  part  of  the  vagina,  terminating  as 
I  should  suppose,  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  as  the  probe 
went  through,  there  were  likewise  discolorations  or  bruises  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  perforations  appearing  like  contu- 
sions, and  different  from  the  parts  contiguous,  the  opening  or 
external  parts  of  the  vagina  was  much  enlarged  or  dilated,  the 
parts  were  not  swollen  ;  should  suppose  I  might  have  put  in 
three  thumbs,  the  cavity  was  unusually  large — the  impression 
left  on  my  mind  was,  that  the  deceased  came  to  her  death  in 
consequence  of  the  violence  used — there  was  blood  in  a  clot- 
ted state  on  each  side  of  the  womb:  were  not  satisfied  wheth- 
er it  came  from  the  perforations  or  not,  the  blood  was  there 
before  dissection  and  could  not  be  carried  there  by  the  cutting 
at  the  examination  :  think  the  wounds  could  not  have  been 
"made  by  any  ordinary  instrument  of  midwifery — probably  the 
instrument  was  about  the  size  of  a  common  goose  quill  ;  in- 
flammation is  ordinarily  the  result  of  wounds  ;  there  is  how- 
ever, a  difference  in  the  parts  wounded,  and  their  susceptibility 
for  taking  on  inflammation  ;  my  opinion  is,  that  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  labia  was  produced  by  mechanical  means,  applied 
for  that  purpose  ;  the  means  most  likely  to  be  used  would  be 
the  hand  ;  a  physician,  on  being  called  to  a  patient  in  a  state 
of  pregnancy,  and  examining  the  symptoms,  might  not  discov- 
er her  pregnancy — the  situation  in  which  this  body  was,  might 
possibly  be  produced  by  a  fall,  but  not  probably.  It  would 
not  be  likely  to  produce  inflammation  of  the  bowels  ;  the  bow- 
els are  more  likely  to  be  influenced  by  internal  stimulants  than 
external  violence — a   fall    would  be  more  likely  to  produce 
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abortion  than  inflammation  of  bowels,  the  wounds  inflicted, 
though  it  would  produce  inflammation,  would  not  necessarily 
produce  abortion,  the  inflammation  in  consequence  of  the 
wounds  would  be  more  likely  to  produce  death,  than  abortion  : 
it  is  no  more  difficult  for  a  person  to  inflict  these  ivounds,  than 
for  a  person  to  stab  himself — did  not  know  at  the  time  of  the 
examination  that  the  deceased  had  recently  had  a  violent  fall  : 
the  bowels  were  inflated  with  wind,  and  is  the  probable  result 
of  inflammation,  had  1  known  that  the  deceased  had  had  a  fall 
within  a  week  or  ten  days  previous,  should  have  chose  to  have 
examined  further,  in  order  to  have  come  to  satisfactory  con- 
clusions, particularly  the  source  of  the  coagulated  blood  :  this 
would  have  led  to  an  examination  of  the  blood  vessels  for  a 
rupture  or  perforation — a  severe  wound  in  the  abdomen  would 
not  be  likely  to  be  inflicted  without  an  external  bruise — 
thought  the  livid  and  gangrene  appearance  on  the  sides  was 
the  natural  decay  or  decomposition  of  the  body — decomposi- 
tion is  sometimes  very  rapid — have  attended  post  mortem  ex- 
aminations, but  have  not  been  in  the  habit  of  examining  cases 
like  this  ;  it  was  the  duty  of  the  physician  to  have  made  a 
thorough  examination  as  to  pregnancy ;  the  symptoms  of  the 
patient  were  indicative  of  inflammation  of  the  lining  of  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen. 

Thomas  Sekell,  of  Providence.  I  have  known  Mary 
.Ann  Briggs  for  about  four  years.  The  speech  of  people  re- 
specting her,  is,  that  she  is  an  unchaste  woman.  Four  years 
ago,  1  let  a  house  to  her  husband,  or  a  man  that  lived  with  her- 
at  the  end  of  the  quarter  1  sent  my  young  man  after  rent,  he 
did  not  get  it;  went  myself  and  found  the  man  absent  ;  she 
said  she  had  eat  nothing  for  two  days  •;  gave  her  a  dollar  and 
made  her  situation  known  to  the  neighbors,  who  assisted  her; 
got  nothing  for  rent ;  Mr.  Greene  asked  me  respecting  her 
character  ;  told  him  I  knew  nothing  about  her  character  for 
truth  and  veracity. 

Jonathan  Greene,  of  Providence, — Mary  Ann  Briggs 
formerly  lived  in  my  family.  I  enquired  her  character,  and 
found  it  not  to  be  that  of  a  chaste  woman ;  made  the  enqui- 
ries in  October  last,  it  might  have  been  later.  She  came  to 
my  house  from  Mr.  Pike's,  a  comb  manufacturer  on  the  hill. 
Her  reputation  for  truth  and  veracity  is  bad,  both  from  hear- 
say and  from  my  own  knowledge.  Mary  Ann  was  recom- 
mended to  us  by  Wealthy  Lindsey  in  August  last.  My  infor- 
mation respecting  her  character  for  chastity  is  not  derived 
wholly  from  the  speech  of  people.  She  has  been  in  the  habit 
of  working  out. in  .families.     Mr.   Pike  is,  so  far  as   I  know 
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him,  a  respectable  man.  Mary  Ann  has  the  character  of  fre- 
quenting houses  of  ill  fame.  Know  of  her  living  at  no  other 
families  but  Mr.  Pike's;  have  heard  of  her  living  at  Gov.  Ar- 
nold's. Was  called  here  as  a  witness,  and  have  not  been  look- 
ing up  her  faults. 

Abial  Fox,  of  Providence. — Know  David  Gibbs,  Jr.  He 
was  at  my  house  a  fortnight  ago  yesterday  morning  (March 
6) ;  I  live  in  Providence;  he  came  to  my  house  about  5  o'clock 
in  the  morning  ;  did  not  see  his  carriage ;  did  not  see  him 
when  he  went  away;  he  stand  after  breakfasting  at  my  house  ; 
did  not  see  his  horse;  went  to  Miss  Leach's  the  evening  after 
she  was  brought  out  to  Coventry  ;  attached  things  there  ;  the 
things  I  turned  out  to  the  officer  were  a  bed,  bureau  stand, 
looking  glass  and  andirons  ;  did  not  stay  till  the  things  were 
removed.  Don't  recoiled  the  last  lime  David  Gibbs,  Sen.  was 
at  my  house,  or  how  he  came  ;  is  there  frequently.  Know 
Miss  Leach  ;  she  Jived  in  the  house  I  own.  Know  Dr.  Ham- 
ilton ;  have  seen  him  go  into  Miss  Leach's  house;  have  heard 
that  he  had  a  patient,  a  lady,  there;  this  was  last  year;  there 
is  two  tenements  in  the  house,  don't  know  which  he  went  into; 
have  never  heard  Dr.  Hamilton  speak  of  Miss  Leach;  Miss 
Leach  told  me  there  was  a  patient  in  the  house;  never  saw 
Miss  Leach  go  into  his  shop;  have  not  heard  any  thing  in 
particular  against  him  till  this  prosecution  ;  have  known  him 
for  three  or  four  years;  have  been  partially  acquainted  with 
Miss  Leach  three  or  four  years;  she  came  from  Connecticut. 

Dr.  Wjllia3i  A.  Hamilton,  of  Providence. — Miss  Leach 
called  on  me  some  five,  six  or  seven  weeks  ago  and  wanted 
the  loan  of  a  pair  of  forceps,  stating  to  me  that  a  friend  of  hers 
in  Connecticut,  or  up  towards  Norwich  was  in  trouble,  and 
she  was  going  to  take  the  Norwich  stage  the  next  morning; 
think  it  was  in  the  afternoon  that  she  called  ;  I  asked  her  who 
her  friend  was,  and  she  refused  to  tell  me  ;  the  forceps  were 
returned  to  my  office  on  Wednesday  by  Mary  Ann  Briggs, 
without  any  comment ;  the  forceps  were  returned  at  the  time 
Mary  Ann  stated  in  her  testimony,  which  was  the  Wednesday 
before  I  came  to  this  Court ;  the  forceps  had  slim  handles,  12 
inches  long  I  should  think,  (here  the  witness  exhibited  a 
drawing  of  the  forceps,)  the  points  are  rounded  off,  and  half 
an  inch  from  the  point  are  as  large  as  a  common  sized  goose 
quill;  received  no  compensation  for  the  use  of  them^  t>r  ex- 
pected to.  It  would  require  some  force  to  penetrate  with  the 
forceps,  but  cannot  tell  how  much.  (The  Court  read  to  the 
witness  the  testimony  of  the  physicians  respecting  the  perfora- 
tions in  the  uterus  and  vagina,  and  asked  whether  they  could 
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ce  made  with  the  forceps  lent  by  him  to  Miss  Leach.)  The 
forceps  would  make  holes  as  large  as  those  described,  it  would 
require  consideiable  force  ;  can  suppose  that  a  female  might 
use  the  forceps,  it  might  be  possible  j  another  person  might  do 
it  without  great  difficulty,  though  it  would  require  considerable 
force:  the  womb  thickens  as  pregnancy  advances.  First  time 
I  saw  Miss  Leach  was  a  year  ago  last  winter,  had  not  a  famil- 
iar acquaintance  with  her;  there  was  a  young  lady  at  her 
house  whom  I  attended  for  a  time.  My  shop  is  No.  24,  High 
street,  board  with  Mr.  Seth  Baker.  Have  conversed  with  no 
physician  except  Dr.  James  respecting  the  perforations ;  the 
forceps  might  be  introduced  and  then  opened,  which  would 
make  a  hole  round  on  one  side  and  flat  on  the  other.  The 
lady  I  attended  at  Miss  Leach's  was  not  Mary  Ann  Briggs, 
can  mention  her  name  if  required. 

Samuel  Pike,  of  Providence. — Have  been  acquainted  with 
Mary  Ann  Briggs  for  nearly  four  years.  She  lived  in  my  fam- 
ily something  like  three  months  in  the  first  place.  Her  gene- 
ral character  for  chastity  is  not  good  so  far  as  my  knowledge 
on  that  subject  extends  ;  her  general  character  for  truth  and 
veracity  is  not  good.  When  she  left  my  house  she  went  to  Mr. 
Jonathan  Greene's.  Have  known  her  ever  since  she  first 
lived  with  me.  Has  frequently  labored  at  my  house,  has  also 
been  at  different  places,  can't  tell  how  many — has  kept  some  of 
her  thiftgs  at  my  house.  Can't  speak  of  any  persons  who 
have  spoken  against  her  general  character  before  the  institu- 
tion of  this  prosecution — have  a  general  recollection  of  hear- 
ing it  observed  that  her  character  was  bad,  but  cannot  designate 
particular  persons.  She  never  was  excluded  from  my  house  ; 
is  very  good  help,  and  has  never  been  turned  out  of  my  family 
on  account  of  her  bad  conduct.  Should  not  be  justified  in 
saying  she  is  a  common  prostitute — she  has  the  reputation  of 
frequenting  houses  of  notorious  ill  fame. 

John  Pike,  of  Providence.— Have  known  Mary  Ann  Briggs 
for  three  or  four  years.  Her  general  character  for  chastity  is 
bad — her  general  character  for  truth  and  veracity  is  also  bad. 
Don't  know  whether  she  has  the  reputation  of  frequenting  bad 
houses  in  Providence,  Have  heard  Mr.  Jonathan  Greene 
speak  against  her  character  for  truth  the  winter  past,  and  a 
number  of  others,  among  them  Capt.  Charles  Stewart,  of  Prov- 
idence. Have  heard  her  spoken  of  as  a  lewd  woman,  but 
cannot  state  particular  persons. 

Albion  N.  Olney,  of  Providence.— I  have  heard  of  Mary 
Ann  Briggs  for  a  year  or  two.     Her  reputation  for  chastity  is 
bad.     She  has  lived  at  the  house  of  Miss  Murphy  in  Newport, 
3* 
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a  house  notoriously  of  ill  fame — saw  her  at  Miss  Murphy's 
but  never  spoke  to  her,  don't  know  that  she  was  there  at  any 
other  time,  there  were  other  girls  there,  she  did  not  do  any 
thing  unbecoming  or  say  any  thing  improper.  Her  reputation 
in  Providence  is  that  of  a  common  prostitute.  Saw  her  at 
Miss  Murphy's  in  April  or  May,  it  was  not  election  week  I 
think;  1  was  riding  past  in  a  chaise,  with  a  young  gentleman, 
and  saw  her  there:  just  before  or  after  I  saw  her  at  Gov.  Ar- 
nold's in  Providence,  at  the  front  door,  sweeping  the  steps  ;  1 
was  then  passing  the  house — when  I  saw  her  at  Miss  Mur- 
phy's she  was  at  the  door  or  in  the  entry,  talking  with  several 
young  men  of  Providence. 

James  Anthony,  of  Providence. — I  lived  with  Mr.  Hid- 
den some  time  since,  and  Mary  Ann  Briggs  lived  at  Gov,  Ar- 
nold's ;  I  knew  her  at  that  time.  She  is  culled  a  woman  of 
bad  character  for  chastity,  her  general  character  for  truth  I  do 
not  know  about,  have  never  heard  her  character  in  this  respect: 
have  heard  several  speak  against  her,  should  not  like  to  name 
them.  She  has  lived  at  Gov.  Arnold's,  Mr.  Pike's,  Mr. 
Greene's,  &c,  good  places.  Have  never  heard  it  said  that 
she  gets  her  living  by  prostitution,  has  the  character  of  selling 
the  use  of  her  body,  never  heard  it  was  for  money.  The  pla- 
ces where  I  have  known  her  are  respectable ;  never  heard  that 
she  went  to  houses  of  ill  fame. 

Zelotes  Jenckes,  of  Providence. — Have  been  acquainted 
with  Mary  Ann  Briggs  for  about  six  months  Have  heard  it 
said  that  she  is  a  lewd  woman.  Know  nothing  about  her  char- 
acter for  truth  and  veracity.  I  live  at  Canterbury.  I  left 
Providence  about  three  months  since.  Mary  Ann  used  to 
work  for  my  wife. 

Pardon  Goff,  of  Providence. — Have  not  known  Mary 
Ann  Briggs,  have  heard  her  talked  about  the  last  year  as  a  lewd 
woman,  have  heard  her  spoken  of  in  the  bar  room.  J  tend  a 
stable  at  Thomas  Edwards'  Coffee  House,  where  I  heard  her 
spoken  of;  this  is  her  character.  Have  lived  with  Mr.  Ed- 
wards two  years  the  27th  of  this  month.  People  would  come 
to  the  stable  and  enquire  for  girls,  and  among  others  for  the 
Briggs  girl.  Don't  know  the  girl  in  Court  is  the  Briggs  girl  I 
refer  to. 

Otis  Bunn.  of  Providence. — Have  known  Mary  Ann 
Briggs,  never  saw  her  till  last  Saturday.  Mr.  Jones  asked  me 
to  go  and  get  him  a  woman  to  work  for  him.  I  went  to  Mrs. 
Justram's  and  enquired  for  Mary  Ann  Briggs  ;  she  was  gone  ; 
people  in  the  bar  room  told  me  I  had  got  hold  of  the  wrong 
character,  for  she  was  a  common  prostitute  $  she  had  a  child 
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bearding  at  Mrs.  Justram's,  just  below  the  church — know  the 
witness  to  be  the  same  Mary  Ann  Briggs  to  which  I  refer,  last 
Saturday  she  sent  an  errand  by  me  to  Providence.  A  man  by 
the  name  of  Abraham  Howe,  a  boarder,  gave  her  the  charac- 
ter I  have  spoken  of  in  the  bar  room ;  this  was  three  or  four 
weeks  ago;  others  talked  about  her. 

Alvah  Dunham,  of  Scituate,  says  I  am  not  acquainted 
with  Mary  Ann  Briggs,  have  heard  her  spoken  of  for  a  year 
as  a  loose  woman.  I  drive  a  stage  into  Providence,  never  saw 
Mary  Ann  until  last  Saturday,  have  heard  nothing  about  any 
other  girls  of  that  name  who  are  bad  characters  ;  have  heard 
of  other  bad  girls  in  Providence  ;  know  of  no  town  or  district 
in  which  there  are  not  as  many  as  two  bad  gills. 

Almanzar  M.  Leach,  (son  of  the  accused)  of  Providence, 
says  I  have  lived  in  Providence  with  my  mother  the  prisoner, 
and  was  there  a  fortnight  ago  frcjm  last  fi  hursday,  and  said 
she  left  Providence  the  6ih  day  of  February  on  Wednesday, 
and  returned  the  12th,  on  Tuesday  ;  when  she  relumed  to  Mr, 
Morse's  tavern. where  I  boarded  while  she  was  absent  ;  since 
that  time  she  has  not  been  absent  from  home  unless  it  was  be- 
tween meals.  I  have  worked  at  the  Canal  Callender  and  tak- 
en all  my  meals  at  home  except  one.  I  dined  with  her  at  Mr, 
Morse's  where  she  worked  that  day,  she  dined  with  me  ;  dont 
remember  the  day  she  was  at  Mr.  Morse's,  she  left  there  after 
dinner  and  got  my  supper,  I  slept  at  home  ;  have  known  her 
to  go  to  bed  at  home  every  night  since  the  12th  February. — 
The  Calender  is  about  half  a  mile  from  where  mother  lives. 
Mary  Ann  Briggs  came  to  my  mothers  five,  six,  or  seven  days 
after  the  12th,  the  day  my  mother  returned  ;  she  did  not  come 
the  same  week.  Mary  Ann  came  there  and  wanted  to  stay 
longer.  I  told  my  mother  that  if  she  staid  there,  I  should  not : 
there  was  some  difficulty,  she  was  offended,  and  said  l"  if  she 
could  ever  get  any  revenge,  she  would  have  it,  if  she  went  to 
hell  the  next  minute  for  it."  She  had  not  paid  her  board,  afld 
I  told  her  she  could  not  have  her  trunk,  until  she  paid  it,  and 
I  kept  it ;  it  is  there  now,  this  was  before  she  made  the  threat. 
I  procure  the  necessaries  for  the  family  ;  there  is  no  other 
family  under  the  same  roof,  Mr.  Harris  is  the  next  neighbor, 
two  or  three  rods  off — dont  know  Mr.  Harris'  business,  he 
lives  North  of  my  mother — there  is  no  other  neighbor  within 
ten,  or  fifteen  rods,  keep  wood  in  the  wood-house,  back  of  th« 
house,  about  1  1-2  miles  from  the  old  market — 1-2  mile  West 
of  Mr.  Morse's,  the  fore  part  of  January  I  was  in  Connecticut, 
came  home  about  the  10th  or  12th,  no  person  in  the  family 
except  my  mother  and  myself,  I  rent  a  small  tenement  for  raj 
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mother,  in  order  to  have  my  food  and  washing  with  her,  Mary 
Ann  Briggs  has  been  at  our  house  since,  she   was  there   the 
day  my  mother  was  gone,  the  house  was  locked  up — she  said 
she  went  to  West  Greenwich,  turned  away  Mary  Ann  two  or 
three  days  before  the  6th  of  February,  mother  talked  of  going 
to  Martin  Leach's  her  cousin  at  one  of  the  Factories  in  Plain- 
field,  sometimes  advise  my  mother  in  her  affairs  and  sometimes 
she  advises  me — am  23   years  old  last  November  ;  when  she 
left  on   the  6th  February  in  the    stage   Alvah  Dunham  drove, 
some  young  men  told  me  Mary  Ann  Briggs  was  at  Susan  Parr's 
but  dont  remember  their  names,  heard  that  she  was  at  a  black 
house  but  dont  remember  the  names  of  the  young  men,  let  my 
mother  have  six  or  seven  dollars   when  she  went  away,   dont 
know  where  I  got  it,  have  no  money  but  what  I  work  for,  dont 
know  she  had  any  money  of  hex  own,  she   has  son.e  notes,  but 
dont  know  of  her   having  notes    against  any   person  in   West 
Greenwich.      Daniel  Farnum  of  Smithfield,  owns  the  house  we 
live  in,  worked  in    Killingly,  Connecticut,    in  the  fore  part  of 
the    winter;    came   away   in   January;     worked    for   Mowry 
Amesbury,  he  and  his  father  and  brother  in  law, have  a  factory 
above  the  Ballou  factory  :  the  day  but  one  after  mother  came 
back,  Micael  Sisson   worked  with  me  at  the  Calender,  and  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Pratt  worked  a  part  of  the  day.      Sisson 
went  to  Hartford  last   Wednesday  or  Thursday.     Mr.   Stod- 
dard is   overseer  of  the  bleach    house  ;  the   Calender  is  on 
Charles  street,  between  Shingle  and  Mill  bridges  ;  sometimes 
tended  bar  for  Mr.    Morse  ;   when  I  first  went  to   work  at  the 
Calender,  I  was  to  have  five  shillings  a  day  and  board  myself, 
but  sometimes  by  doing  overwork,  made  one  dollar  and  fifty 
cents  a  day  ;  was  unwilling  that  Mary  Ann  should  stay,  on  ac- 
count of  her  character  ;  she  had  a  swelling  under  her  arm,  have 
frequently  heard  her  spoken  of  as  a  loose  woman,  did  not  know 
that  she  was  there  till  I  came  back  from  Connecticut,  told  my 
mother  her  character,  and  she  was  not  willing  to  have  her  stay; 
she  was  there  about  a  fortnight  before  I  came  home  ;  never  saw 
David  Gibbs  at  my  mothers. 

Ebenezer  Leach,  of  Killingly. — I  went  twice  to  Prov- 
idence in  the  month  of  February;  first  time  on  the  7th, 
and  second  time  Monday  the  18th  ;  put  up  at  Morse's  tav- 
ern ;  I  saw  my  sister,  Fanny  Leach,  at  her  house  on  the 
16th  of  February;  1  staid  at  her  house,  this  was  Monday 
night;  I  was  there  also  on  Tuesday  night,  and  she  was  at 
home;  left  there  Wednesday  morning;  Almanzar  was  at 
home,  I  think,  both  of  these  nights,  at  any  rate  one ;  did 
not  lodge  with  him,  don't  know  who  slept  with  him,  think 
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he  slept  alone  up  chamber,  1  slept  in  the  bed  room  below ; 
did  not  see  my  sister  take  her  lodgings  ;  I  went  to  bed  first, 
left  my  sister  and  Almanzar  up.  I  moved  her  goods  to 
Providence,  and  the  same  night  set  up  two  beds,  one  above 
and  one  below;  don't  know  how  many  beds  there  are  in 
the  house;  don't  know  whether  there  were  more  than  two 
beds  in  the  load  ;  there  are  two  chambers  to  the  house, 
the  chamber  lengthwise  runs  across  the  roof;  it  is  a  one 
story  small  house.  James  Page  gave  me  a  due  bill  dated 
Feb.  19,  1833,  which  was  the  day  after  I  got  into  Provi- 
dence. Almanzar  was  there  one  of  the  nights  I  staid  there. 
I  live  in  Killingly,  Connecticut.  Got  to  Morse's  tavern  on 
Monday  evening,  from  7  to  8  o'clock  ;  Mr.  Morse  and  his 
wife  were  at  home,  think  I  saw  them  both,  at  any  rate  saw 
his  wife  ;  went  to  bed  something  like  10  o'clock  ;  went  to 
my  sister's  about  8  o'clock.  Have  had  no  more  conversa- 
tion with  Judge  Potter  (counsel  for  prisoner)  than  with  any 
other  man,  he  said  he  thought  they  would  not  get  through 
with  the  evidence  to-night.  Persons  were  in  at  Morse's, 
but  do  not  recollect  particularly;  had  no  particular  conver- 
sation with  any  one.     Saw  next  day  Winthrop  Pidge,  

Forrester,  Job  Angell  and  others.  Don't  remember  that  I 
was  in  at  any  other  tavern,  but  think  it  is  probable  I  was  in 
at  Sherman's  tavern.  Mr.  James  Warren,  of  North  Kil- 
lingly, set  out  to  go  to  Providence,  went  below  Paine's 
gate  and  turned  about  on  meeting  Mr.  Slocom,  a  teamster, 
whom  he  wanted  to  see,  and  went  to  the  tavern  of  Thomas 
Paine  ;  Warren  was  down  with  me  the  fore  part  of  Febru- 
ary, and  talked  of  taking  Morse's  tavern.  Mary  Ann 
Briggs  was  at  my  sister's  both  nights  I  was  there,  saw  her 
both  mornings,  she  complained  of  a  lame  hand,  heard 
nothing  said  about  the  doctor  ;  don't  know  how  long  she 
had  been  boarding  there  ;  have  not  been  there  since  ;  have 
heard  that  Mary  Ann  Briggs  was  a  bad  girl.  Sister  was  at 
home  on  the  7ih  of  February.  I  came  out  on  Saturday 
morning  in  the  stage  ;  went  down  on  Wednesday;  staid 
there  Wednesday  night  and  Thursday  night,  and  Friday 
night  staid  at  the  tavern.  Almanzar  was  not  at  home  sit 
this  time,  it  was  said  that  he  was  away  looking  for  work. 
When  I  was  there  the  last  time  Mary  Ann  Briggs'  arm  was 
better,  it  had  been  lanced  by  Dr.  Miller.  Have  known  Ma- 
ry Ann  Briggs  since  last  fall  or  winter  ;  saw  her  at  my  sis- 
ter's on  Christian  Hill,  she  then  lived  at  the  next  house 
with  a  man  by  the  name  of  Greene.  Commonly  stay  in 
Providence  about  three  days.     Have  been  acquainted  with 
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David  Gibbs  for  several  years ;  have  seen  him  in  tewn  fre- 
quently, and  at  his  house,  also  at  Fox's  tavern  ;  never  saw 
hTm  at  my  sister's;  have  bought  five  head  of  young  cattle 
of  David  Gibbs  about  two  or  three  years  ago,  three  heifers 
and  a  pair  of  steers ;  this  was  the  only  time  I  was  at  his 
house  ;  gave  my  note  for  the  cattle,  and  paid  it  to  Captain 
Fox,  in  town,  where  it  was  agreed  it  should  be  left. 

Almanzar  M. Leach, called  again. — Can't  tell  when  Un- 
cle Ebenezer  was  at  my  mother's  ;  it  was  just  before  or  after 
my  mother  came  out  this  way;  it  was  in  February;  he  staid 
one  or  two  nights  at  mother's  ;  guess  he  put  up  his  horses 
at  Mr.  Morse's;  he  came  down  in  a  waggon;  I  expect  I 
was  at  home  nights  and  saw  him  there;  think  he  did  not 
lodge  with  me  but  am  not  sure  but  that  he  did  ;  I  think  I 
slept  up  stairs  ;  there  was  one  bed  below  and  two  above, 
sometimes  we  had  two  below  and  one  above.  Mary  Ann 
Briggs  did  stay  over  eight  when  he  was  there  ;  she  w-as 
«ick  when  she  first  came  there,  don't  recollect  when  she 
went  away,  but  it  was  before  mother  went  to  West  Green- 
wich ;  don't  know  that  any  doctor  came  to  see  her,  and 
don't  know  but  there  did  ;  she  was  the  poorest  before  I 
came  from  Connecticut ;  while  I  was  there  no  doctor  was 
sent  for  to  my  knowledge;  don't  know  whether  her  hand 
was  opened  ;  came  back  from  Connecticut  the  last  of  Jan- 
uary, and  did  not  consider  Mary  Ann  a  member  of  the  fam- 
ily ;  after  she  got  well  enough  to  go  think  I  turned  her  away 
in  February.  It  was  the  6th  day  of  February  mother  went 
to  West  Greenwich.  James  Warren  was  in  town  when 
my  uncle  was  ;  saw  him  in  Mr.  Sherman's  tavern  and  at 
Mr.  Morse's;  don't  know  but  he  staid  one  night  at  our 
house:  think  it  was  not  sleighing ;  don't  know  Warren's 
business  ;  I  know  Warren  was  there.  My  uncle  has  been 
in  town  two  or  three  times. 

Emily  Gibbs,  (daughter  of  prisoner)  of  Coventry. — A 
lady  came  to  our  house  the  first  Wednesday  in  February  in 
the  stage;  said  she  wanted  to  go  over  Soutfi,  and  enquired 
if  she  could  be  carried  that  night  or  the  next  morning  ;  she 
said  she  had  a  note,  believe  she  said  she  wanted  to  see 
if  she  could  get  it ;  next  day,  Thursday,  was  very  cold  ;  she 
said  she  was  not  very«well,  and  thought  it  would  not  be 
best  for  her  to  go  that  day;  father  went  on  Friday  to  get 
both  his  horses  shod  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  her  South, 
father  said  he  could  not  get  the  horses  shod,  went  again  to 
get  them  shod  on  Saturday ;  on  Sunday  father  carried  the 
lady  to  the  South,  not  far  from  noon  ;  the  woman  was  there 
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openly  just  as  any  stranger ;  known  to  all  the  famiTy ;  eat 
with  the  family  ;  have  not  seen  her  there  since  ;  have  heard 
it  said  since  that  she  came  back  there  and   took  the  stage  ; 
father  went  to  Providence  the  Thursday  before  Sally  Bur- 
dick  died,  and  brought  home  a  barrel  of  flour,  keg  of  rum, 
and  three  or  four  loaves  of  sugar  ;  was   up  when  he    got 
home,  it  was   late,   perhaps    11   o'clock;  I    unfastened  the 
door  and  let  him  in,    got  the  lantern  for  him  to  unharness 
his    horses,  got  supper  for  him  ;  he  came   through  the   bar 
room  into   the  dining   room,  no   person  with    him  to   my 
knowledge ;  have   known  no  person  to  be  there   secretly  ; 
no  room  locked,  no  door    that  will  lock  except  the  bar. — 
Sally  told  me  she  fell  down  the  cellar   stairs  and  hurt  her, 
this  was  the  Friday  before  the  woman  came  there,  there  is 
seven  stone  stairs,  very  steep,  besides  the  top  and  bottom 
step ;  showed  me  her   sides  when  we  went  to  bed,  did  not 
look  very  bad  ;  complained  of  soreness  always  afterwards  ; 
did  but  little,  washed  dishes  &c. ;  had  before  done  harder 
work  such  as  washing  &c,  and   with  the  assistance  of  my- 
self and  sister,  the   ordinary   house   work.     When   father 
came  home  from  Providence  I  was  in  the  dining  room,  he 
came  directly  through  the  bar  room.     Forget  which  side  of 
Sally  the  hurt  was  on  ;  she  said  she  fell  from  about  the  top  ; 
her  feet   slipped ;  carried  up  some  brandy  ;  we    slept  to- 
gether ;  bathed  her  sides  with  brandy  ;  have  talked  about  it 
before  she  died,  don't  recollect  anyone  in  particular  except 
our  folks;  David  and   John  have  talked   about  it;  several 
small  spots  on  the  side  ;  don't  recollect   that  she   did  any 
thing  for  it  the  next  day,  she  said  it  would  not  do  any  good, 
believe  on  Sunday  she  bathed  it  again  with  brandy  ;  did  not 
see  it  on  Sunday  or  Monday  ;  Tuesday  it  looked  better,  but 
she  said  it  was  worse.     Sally  died   Monday ;    the   Friday 
morning  before  she   came  down  and  eat   breakfast.     Mrs. 
Burdick  and  myself  took  care   of  her.     I   had  two   small 
children  to  lake  care  of.     The  medicine  was  left  with  Mrs. 
Burdick,  she  set  up  with  her;  had  no  regular  watchers. — 
She  vomited  all  day  Sunday ;  Mrs.  Burdick   told  her  she 
had  better  have  a  Doctor;  asked  her  if  she  did  not  want  a 
Doctor  on  Friday  ;  took  castor  oil  Thursday  night  which 
did  not  operate,  she  said  she  did  not  care  ;  sent  for  the  Doc- 
tor, think  he  came  Friday,  but  don't  know  but  it  was  Satur- 
day.    Sally  came  to   eur   house  two  years  the  last  of  last 
November.     She  was  twenty  two  years  old  the  9th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1833;  her  parents  live  in  Plainfield.     There  was  a 
young  gentleman  brought   her  home  from  Plainfield — hi* 
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name  is  Samuel  Greene — not  six  months  ago  ;  he  had  work- 
ed for  my  father  about  a  year  ago  ;  don't  know  that  he  has 
been  attentive   to  her;  they  were   intimate,  and   appeared 
like  friends  ;   I  thought  he  had  more  affection  for  her   than 
the  rest ;  have  been  to  bed  several  nights  when  there  was  no 
one  up  but  Eliza,  Sally,  and  Samuel  Greene.     Miss  Leach, 
I  think,  is  the  woman  that  was  at  our  house  ;  did  not  know 
her  name  at  the  time  she  was  there  ;  went  to  school  and  did 
not  see  her  much;  she  staid  sometimes  up  stairs  and  some- 
times below,  when  there  was  a  fire  up  stairs  she  staid  there. 
Had  no  mistrust  that  Sally  was   in  a  family   way  ;    always 
slept  with  her  unless  some  one  was  there  ;  the  woman  slept 
in  the  front  chamber  over  the  bar  room  ;  Sally  slept  there 
and  no  other  person  ;  Eliza  slept   down  stairs  ;  she  wanted 
some  one   to  sleep  with  her  the    first  night ;  I  slept  in    the 
next  room   over  the  dining  room,  the  room   in  which  Sally 
died;  Sally  slept  with  her  every  night ;  gwess  they  slept  in 
the  same  bed  ;  two  beds  in  the   room,  no  one    slept  in   the 
other   bed;  don't   know  that   Eliza  was  in  the  room    with 
Miss  Leach  and  Sally;  she  slept  in  the  bed  room  that   ad- 
joins   the  dining  room    with  her  youngest  child  ;  sometime 
in  the  evening  they  were  down  stairs  ;  father  slept  in  anoth- 
er bed    room  adjoining    the   dining  room,  he  always  sleeps 
there  ;  Eliza's  youngest  child  is  two  years  old   last  Novem- 
ber ;  Eliza    generally  went  to  bed  before  me.      Mary  Jor- 
dan came  to  our  house  and  asked  how  Sally  did  ;  I  told  her 
about  the  same;  she  said  I  must  go  up  and  see  her  before  I 
go  away;  I   told   her  to  wait   a  little    while.     I    had    just 
c^rne  down,    Sally    wanted  to  go   to  sleep — don't  recollect 
that   she  went   at  that  time — no  person  was    denied  going 
to    see  Sally — don't  know  of  any  one   going   up   to    see 
Sally  after  Thursday  except  John  Knox — Eliza    did   not 
take  Mary  Jordan  out  of  doors — nor  propose  to  her  to  go 
out — we  were  in  the  dining  room,  I  wras  washing  dishes  — 
On  Sunday  I  sent  after  Mrs.  Burlingame   to  come   and  see 
Sally — Doctor  Carpenter  did  not,   in  my  hearing,   say  that 
Sally  was  dangerous  ;  Mrs.   B.  said  she  could   not  go,  for 
she  was  not  well  enough  to  go.     Saw  the  Doctor   on   Sun- 
day, went  into  the  room,  heard   him  give  directions  about 
the  medicine — believe  some  one  told  the  Doctor  about  the 
fall  ;    the  Sunday  father  carried  away  the  woman,  he  came 
back  in  the  evening,  don't  know  who  told  me  who  bro't  the 
woman  back  to  take   the    stage,    think  she  went  down  on 
Tuesday,  it  was  said  she  was   brought  there  by  a  man  in  a 
waggon  ;  got  there  just  before  the  stage  came  along,  and 
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did  not  come  in  the  back  part  of  the  house  ;  the  stage 
goes  down  just  at  night — Richard  drives  the  stage — don't 
know  his  other  name — the  day  she  went  down  in  the  stage, 
I  think  father  was  at  home — think  the  woman  wore  a  green 
calash — don't  know  who  told  me  the  woman  came  in  the 
stage,  heard  of  it  that  night — have  conversed  with  the 
neighbors  about  Sally's  sickness — have  been  to  Col.  Sam- 
uel Gibbs  since  her  sickness,  and  at  no  other  of  the  neigh- 
bors— have  not  conversed  with  Mrs.  McGriegor  about  her 
sickness — I  was  at  Mr-  McGriegor's  the  Sunday  evening, 
I  think,  after  she  fell  down  stairs  ;  did  not  tell  Mrs.  Mc- 
Griegor that  any  thing  was  the  matter  wilh  Sally,  but  a  sore 
throat — Eliza  and  Sally  have  always  been  good  friends 
since  Sally  lived  at  our  house — appeared  to  set  by  each 
other — have  heard  about  jumping  out  of  the  chaise — spoke 
to  Sally  about  it,  she  did  not  say  much  about  it  ;  next  day 
my  sister  Mary  (Mrs.  Dunham)  came  up,  we  went  up  stairs 
— told  Mary  about  it,  Sally  did  not  say  much — Mary  asked 
her  if  she  did  not  expect  it  would  kill  her — she  said  *'  she 
did  not  care  if  it  did  kill  her,  she  was  in  hopes  it  would." 
She  appeared  to  be  serious — Mary  said  she  guessed  not. — 
After  she  jumped  out  of  the  chaise,  she  appeared  worse — 
have  heard  her  say  "  if  she  should  never  be  better  prepar- 
ed to  die,  she  should  be  willing  to  die  immediately,"  and  if 
she  thought  there  was  no  punishment  after  death,  she  should 
not  want  to  live  any  longer,  or  would  kill  herself.  This 
was  the  winter  past — has  for  four  or  five  months  past  been 
sometimes  more  serious,  and  sometimes  lively  ;  the 
day  after  old  Mrs.  Greene  did  at  CI.  Gibbs',  she  said  she  had 
no  desire  to  live  to  be  as  old  as  she  was,  this  I  think  was  in 
December,  have  heard  her  speak  so  at  other  times  when 
conversing  on  serious  things,  but  not  before  the  winter 
past.  Abby  Lane,  Abigail  Burlingame,  and  Hiram  Sweet, 
set  up  with  the  corpse  the  second  night  after  Sally's  death  ; 
father  went  to  bed  that  night  early  ;  I  set  up  late  ;  had 
sewing  to  do — went  up  stairs  where  the  watchers  were 
about  one  o'clock,  when  I  went  to  bed — went  up  stairs  and 
came  down  after  water  for  the  girls  to  wash  ;  did  not  see 
Eliza  first  time  I  came  down — David  went  away  before  I 
went  to  bed  ;  when  David  went  away  father  was  up — heard 
a  noise  below — people  talking — don't  know  who  they  were 
— went  down  just  as  David  started  ;  found  his  mittens  for 
him  ;  saw  him  get  into  the  chaise  and  drive  off.  Eliza  got 
something  to  eat  for  the  gentleman  ;  don't  know  that  any 
one  saw  the  gentleman  but  myself,  father  and  David — don't 
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recollect  the  height  of  the  gentleman  ;  think  the  gentle- 
man had  a  cloak  on  ;  it  was  not  very  light ;  after  David 
drove  off,  I  went  up  into  the  chamber  where  the  watchers 
were  ;  father  came  up  and  said  David  wanted  to  get  some 
things  for  himself,  and  would  like  to  go.  David  wanted  a 
pair  of  pumps — was  to  have  four  dollars  for  carrying  the 
gentleman  to  Providence  ;  the  man  must  go,  his  family  was 
sick  ;  believe  Samuel  Greene  is  in  company  with  father,  dri- 
ving shoals — father  keeps  two  or  three  horses,  and  it  is  not 
uncommon  for  strangers  to  come  there  to  be  carried  to  dif- 
ferent  places  ;  don't  know  that  he  ever  before  started  for 
Providence  in  the  afternoon  ;  he  got  his  horses  harnessed 
in  the  morning,  and  was  hindered  from  starting  ;  has  been 
no  more  coldness  between  father  and  Eliza  for  the  last  four 
or  five  months,  than  formerly  ;  have  been  upon  the  same 
terms,  Sally  was  not  left  alone  more  than  five  minutes  the 
day  she  died  ;  I  was  in  the  room  when  she  died — she  was 
in  pain  and  said  she  thought  her  physic  was  going  to  ope- 
rate— eat  nothing  the  morning  she  died — the  door  that  led 
into  my  room  from  the  room  where  the  woman  was,  was 
open  ;  knew  this  from  the  fact  that  there  was  no  latch  on 
the  door,  and  it  will  not  keep  shut ;  from  my  room  I  can 
see  into  that  room  :  some  fire  in  the  woman's  room  every 
day  ;  Sally  wras  all  round  the  house,  sometimes  up  and 
sometimes  down  stairs  ;  waited  upon  herself  and  helped 
some  about  the  house  ;  understood  the  woman  came  from 
Providence  ;  left  the  door  open  on  account  of  there  being 
a  fire  in  the  other  room  ;  never  saw  the  woman  before,  to 
my  knowledge — heard  none  of  the  family  say  they  ever 
saw  her  before  ;  heard  Miss  Leach  ask  Sally  to  sleep  with 
her  that  night  ;  Sally  said  she  did  not  care  if  she  did  ;  com- 
mon thing  for  single  ladies  tc  ask  to  sleep  with  some  of  the 
female  members  of  the  family. 

Doct.  Siah  Fuller,  of  Plainfield.  1  have  heard  the 
description  of  the  body  of  the  deceased,  from  the  medical 
gentlemen  ;  should  not  think  the  discoloration  on  the  sides 
of  the  body  of  the  deceased,  were  produced  or  occasioned 
by  external  violence  ;  my  reasons  are,  that  I  have  seen  ca- 
ses where  great  exertions  have  been  made  to  extract  a  foetus, 
and  have  seen  nothing  of  the  kind.  Will  give  a  practical 
case  in  illustration  of  my   reasons.  *         *         * 

*         #         #         *         *  years,  had  been  sick,  and 

had  physicians  with  her  for  four  days  ;  the  child  was  dead 
and  had  been  so  long  dead,  it  was  difficult  to  be  in  the  room  ; 
after  contulting  with  the  attending  physician,  Doct.  Waldo 
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Hutching,   come    to   this  point,  to  make  and  did  make  an 
opening  in  the  head  of  the  child,  and  introduced  an  instru- 
ment called  a  blunt  hook  ;  began  moderately  to  extract  the 
child,  but  finally  applied  all    my   strength   and  could  not 
move  it  at  all  ;  then  placed  a  man  behind  the  woman  who 
clasped  her,  and  a  man  behind  him,   clasped  in  the  same 
manner,  and   Doct.   Hutchins  and  myself  laid  out  all  our 
strength,  but  without   success  ;  the  child  was  then    taken 
by  dissection  ;  visited  the  woman  afterwards  and  heard  no 
complaints  from  her  on  account  of  her  sides  ;  in  a  fortnight 
she  rode  out  in  a  chaise  ;  state  this  case  simply    to    show 
that  there  was  great  force  applied  and  no  complaint  of  sore- 
ness of  sides — decomposition  sometimes  takes  place  rapid- 
ly ;  a  year  ago   last  fall  was   called    to  a    yong  woman  in 
Sterling,  who  was   singularly  sick    and   died   two  or  three 
days  after  I  visited  he- — on  my  way  to  visit   her    again   I 
met  Dr.  Backus,  who  told  me  she  was  dead,  and  requested 
me  to  obtain  permission  to   dissect   the   body,  permission 
was  given — on  stripping  the  body  about  1  o'clock,  we  found 
upon  the  neck,  large  black   spots,   which  extended    down 
upon  the  shoulders,  back  and  sides,   so   large  that  I  could 
not  cover  them  with    both  my  hands  ;  the  spots  were  of  a 
dark  livid  appearance,  in  consequence  of  rapid   decompo- 
sition ;  upon   the   abdomen    was    no    discoloration  ;  Doct. 
Campbell  took  the  knife  and  dissected  the  body,  and  found 
no  organic  affections  ;  found  a  little  water  in  the  abdomen; 
after  dressing  the  body  again,  a  number  of  women  were  in 
and  looked  at  the  body.     I  pointed  out  the  livid  spots  and 
asked    them  if  the  body  had  been  found  under  suspicious 
circumstances,  whether   these  spots    would   not  have  been 
considered  as  evidence  of  violence.     I  state  this  case  mere- 
ly to  show  the  rapid  decomposition   of  bodies  in  some  ca- 
ses.    Have  heard  the  symptoms  of  Sally  Burdick  as  descri- 
bed by  the  physicians,  and  as  they   differ,  it  is  difficult  to 
determine  the  cause  of  her  death  -,  after  a  body   has  been 
dead  8  or  10  days,  the  discolorations  described   would  not 
be  at  all  uncommon.     The    clotted  blood    might  be  occa- 
sioned by  a  fall  ;  it  is  said  that  the  blood  was  on  the  oppo- 
site side    of  the    womb    from  the  wounds  ;  that  being  the 
fact,  it  would  be  difficult  for  me   to  determine  the   manner 
in  which  it   got    there,   provided  it    proceeded  from   the 
wounds  ;  the  physicians  all  agree  that  the  wounds  were  on 
the  lower  part  of  the  womb  ;  and  in  that  case,  the  girl  must 
have  laid  upon  her  face,  because  the  blood  would  naturally 
flow  to  the  lowest  place,  the  womb  occupies  a  certain  space, 
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and  in  a  state  of  pregnancy,  yields  itself  to  pressure,  and 
fills  up  all  cavities  in  which  it  is  ;  blood,  after  it  is  let  loose 
coagulates,  and  will  not  move  its  location  after  coagulation  ; 
a  woman's  jumping  out  of  a  chaise,  and  falling  down  stairs, 
would  naturally  produce  a  torpor,  and  when  the  system  re- 
acts, the  action  is  irregular,  and  sometimes  produces  inflam- 
mation, and  might  in  the  bowels,  the  symptoms  described 
by  the  attending  physicians,  are  the  spmptoms  of  inflam- 
mation of  the  bowels,  the  inflated  state  of  the  bowels  is  also 
evidence  of  the  same  disease  ;  I  could  account  for  the 
symptoms  described  better  on  the  hypothesis  of  an  inflam- 
mation of  the  intestines  and  parts  contiguous  than  on  any 
other  ;  should  thought  it  proper  to  have  examined  further 
than  the  physicians  did  ;  think  it  might  have  led  to  impor- 
tant results  ;  wounds  inflicted  on  the  womb  sufficient  to 
produce  death,  would  almost  invariably  produce  abortion, 
can  hardly  think  it  possible  to  be  otherwise,  if  a  fleshy  part 
of  the  arm  should  be  wounded  and  not  in  a  morbid  state,  it 
is  impossible  that  it  should  transmit  any  morbid  influence 
the  other  parts.  Relaxation  of  the  sphincture  muscles  is  a 
certain  criierion  of  death  ;  will  state  a  case  in  illustration  ; 

about  a  year  ago,  a  young  lady  of ,  of  a  respectable 

family  died,  and  the  time  of  the  funeral  was  fixed  upon 
and  people  assembled,  circumstances  led  the  friends 
to  suppose  that  she  might  not  be  dead  ;  they  sent  for  me, 
postponed  the  funeral,  and  I  wentandafter  consulting  with 
the  attending  physician,  resolved  to  examine  the  sphincture 
muscles,  and  decided  that  she  was  dead  ;  and  that  decom- 
position would  speedily  take  place,  it  did  so  ;  the  descrip- 
tion of  these  by  Doct.  James  should  think  larger  than  com- 
mon under  those  circumstances  ;  from  the  description  of 
Doct.  Clarke,  should  not  think  it  larger.  I  commenced  the 
practice  of  medicine  about  1795,  have  as  much  practice 
in  midwifery,  perhaps,  as  most  physicians,  have  had 
considerable  experience  in  difficult  cases,  the  effects  of  the 
wounds  would  first  be  local,  and  if  mortification  had  ta- 
ken place  the  probe  would  pass  through  easily  ;  cannot  ac- 
count on  any  theory  how  the  wounds  could  be  fatal  with- 
out procuring  abortion  ;  think  some  other  cause  would  be 
more  likely  to  produce  the  symptoms  than  the  wounds  de- 
scribed ;  can't  say  but  that  the  wounds  might  produce  the 
symptoms.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  they  did  not  examine 
further,  as  it  might  have  resulted  in  some  important  dis- 
covery, ;  think  that  force  enough  might  be  applied  to  hold 
a  young  lady  for  operation  without  causing  discolorations 
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on  the  sides  ;  such  wounds  might  cause  considerable  bleed- 
ing, and  it  might  not,  if  it  come  in  contact  with  a  blood  ves- 
sel it  would  bleed  considerably. 

Dr.  William  H.  Campbell,  for  Prisoner.  I  attended 
the  first  case  mentioned  by  Dr.  Fuller,  agree  with  him  in 
his  statement  ;  it  is  correct  according  to  my  best  recollec- 
tion. Have  seen  several  cases  where  there  were  discolo- 
rations  ;  the  longer  the  person  has  been  dead,  the  more 
likely  these  would  be  to  find  discolorations. 

Mary  Dunham,  (Daughter  of  the  accused,)  for  Prisoner. 
I  was  at  home  1st  Monday  Feb.,  something  said  about 
jumping  out  of  the  chaise — went  up  stairs,  Sally  was  there, 
she  was  going  to  show  Emily  where  she  was  hurt,  I  wanted 
to  see,  she  was  unwilling  at  first  but  did — lay  on  the  bed 
with  a  coverlit  spread  over,  we  both  see  her  hurt — Emily 
told  me  the  particulars  about  her  jumping  out  of  the  chaise, 
asked  her  how  in  the  world  she  came  to  do  it,  if  she  did 
not  think  it  would  kill  her,  she  said  she  did  not  care  if  it 
had,  and  she  was  in  hopes  it  would  ;  these  are  the  expres- 
sions as  near  as  I  can  recollect,  she  was  lying  on  the  bed  on 
account  of  sickness- — when  I  went  there  I  noticed  that  Sal- 
ly did  not  appear  as  usual  ;  enquired  if  she  was  not  well  ; 
said  she  was  not  ;  had  fell  down  stairs  the  other  day  and 
hurt  her  very  much  ;  the  bruise  I  see  was  not  very  large,  it 
looked  red,  said  she  felt  worse  after  jumping  out  of  the 
chaise. 

Eli  Aylsworth,  called  for  the  prosecution.  When  I  went 
with  the  warrant  to  arrest  Miss  Leach,  she  said  she  want- 
ed Mary  Ann  Briggs  and  her  her  son,  for  they  had  lived 
there  sometime,  the  house  where  she  lives  is  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  north-west  from  Morse's  Tavern  ;  Morse  keeps  on  the 
left  hand  after  passing  over  the  Canal  Bridge.  I  first  went 
to  Providence  after  witnesses,  and  don't  know  but  I  said 
something  to  Philip  P.  Hawkins  about  his  being  called  as 
a  witness. 

Mary  Ann  Briggs,  called  again.  I  never  was  in  New- 
port ;  the  last  time  Miss  Leach  went  away  Almanzar  hurt 
his  foot  and  sent  for  Doctor  Miller  ;  he  went  off  sleighing 
and  Doctor  iWiller  came  when  he  was  gone ;  this  was  on 
Saturday  :  think  Mrs.  Harris  knew  that  Miss  Leech  was 
gone  out  of  town  and  so  did  Mrs.  Morse,  there  are  two  beds 
in  the  house,  one  in  the  bed  room  below,  and  one  in  the 
bed  room  above,  her  brother  was  there  when  she  moved  ; 
have  seen  her  brother  there  three  or  four  times  ;  he  staid 
one  night  and  lodged  in  the  bed  room  below  ;  her  son  did 
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not  stay  there  that  night,  I  slept  down  stairs  ;  there  was 
but  one  bed  down  stairs,  I  asked  Mr.  Olney  how  he  came 
to  say  I  was  in  Newport  as  1  never  had  been  there  ;  he  said 
he  thought  it  was  me,  but  he  was  going  to  Newport,  and 
see  if  there  was  one  there  that  looked  just  like  me,  and  if  so 
he  would  make  me  recompense. 

£1r.  Olney,  called  again  by  the  Prisoner.  Mary  Ann 
Briggs  asked  me  how  I  came  to  say  she  was  in  Newport  ; 
told  her  I  thought  it  was  her,  but  if  I  was  mistaken  would 
endeavor  to  rectify  it. 

Doct.  Daniel  H.  Greene,  for  the  Prosecution.  I  concur 
with  Dr.  Fuller  in  his  statements  and  conclusions  ;  have 
been  in  Providence  4  years,  studied  3  years  with  Doctor 
Fisk  of  Scituate. 

John  Anderson,  called  by  Prosecution.  Saw  a  woman 
at  a  distance  come  out  of  chaise  ;  should  think  the  fore  part 
of  February  on  Sunday.  I  was  standing  half  way  from  the 
corner  house  to  Mr.  Fairbanks,  and  the  chaise  was  coming 
down  the  first  hill  above  Fairbanks,  towards  Col.  McGrieg- 
ers  ;  I  should  think  100  rods  or  more,  in  plain  sight,  a  wo- 
man came  out  of  the  chaise,  the  chaise  stopped  and  turned 
and  another  woman  got  out,  the  last  one  that  came  out  rein- 
ed the  horse  round — the  chaise  went  westward  some  dis- 
tance, but  not  out  of  sight,  the  chaise  then  turned  about  and 
all  got  in,  and  was  coming  eastward  towards  me,  when  the 
first  woman  came  out  of  the  chaise,  she  seemed  to  come  on 
her  feet,  and  then  settled  down,  but  don't  think  she  fell  flat 
on  the  ground  ;  think  she  was  up  very  quick — I  was  talk- 
ing with  Daniel  H.  Blanchard  and  Mr.  Fairbanks  ; — come 
with  Mr.  Fairbanks  to  Miss  Rider's  store  ;  he  went  towards 
the  meeting-house,  and  I  continued  on  eastward. 

George  Fairbanks.  Two  weeks  and  one  day  before 
Sally  Burdicks'  death,  I  was  in  company  with  John  Ander- 
son and  Mr.  Blanchard.  I  stood  facing  west.  Anderson 
stood  close  by  me.  Saw  the  chaise  some  rods  before  the 
girl  jumped  out — the  chaise  was  not  coming  fast  when  Irirst 
saw  it,  was  two-thirds  down  the  hill — saw  a  person  jump 
from  the  chaise  we  took  to  be  a  woman,  wondered  at  it  ve- 
ry much — the  girl  as  she  jumped  out  the  chaise,  come  fair- 
ly on  her  feet  and  did  then  settle  down  so  as  to  put  her  hand 
on  the  ground,  the  horse  was  in  slow  motion,  a  fast  walk 
or  slow  trot,  think  it  was  a  walk,  but  might  be  a  single  foot- 
ed gait  ; — the  chaise  stopped  about  opposite  where  the  girl 
jumped  out,  the  girl  as  soon   as  she  struck  the  ground  and 
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raised,  went  up  the  hill,  another  person  got  out  of  the  chaise 
before  the  chaise  turned  round,  and  to  the  one  which  first 
jumped  out,  overtook  her  ten  rods  from  the  place  where  she 
jumped  out  they  seemed  to  stand  like  persons  conversing 
together  ;  the  second  one  returned  part  of  the  way  back  to 
the  chaise  ;  the  chaise  there  turned  round,  the  first  person 
stood  still  or  about  still ;  they  all  met  near  where  the  chaise 
stopped,  there  they  were  all  out  walking  round  the  chaise, 
then  turned  round  again,  they  did  not  all  get  in  immediately 
one  or  two  got  in  about  the  time  the  chaise  turned  round, 
afterwards  the  third  one  got  in — in  a  minute  or  two  they 
came  on  down  the  hill  slow,  until  they  got  near  the  same 
spot  where  she  jumped  out — they  stopped  again  &  appear- 
ed as  though  they  were  going  to  turn  round  again,  but  did 
not,  but  came  on  east  and  saw  Eliza  P.  Burdick,  Sally  Bur- 
dick  and  Mrs.  Owen  :  think  Sally  had  on  a  brown  bonnet, 
saw  her  have  it  at  a  meeting — appeared  to  have  been  cry- 
ing ; — should  think  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  passed  during 
the  occurrence — set  near  her  in  the  meeting-house  and  she 
looked  me  in  the  face  and  her  countenance  fell ; — her  eyes 
were  red  and  I  thought  she  had  been  weeping. 

Abial  Fox,  called  again  by  the  Prosecuter.  I  attached 
the  goods  of  Miss  Leach,  and  saw  but  two  beds  in  the  house, 
expect  we  went  into  every  part  of  the  house,  examined  par- 
ticularly for  beds  and  found  but  two  ; — four  rooms  in  the 
house  2  above  and  2  below. 

Philip  P.  Hawkins,  for  the  Prisoner.  Saw  Mr.  Aysworth 
on  his  way  to  Providence,  after  witnesses,  he  told  me  that 
if  I  would  tell  the  truth  &  bring  the  matter  to  light,  I  should 
be  well  rewarded,  for  money  was  no  object,  wished  me 
to  tell  Dr.  Hamiliton  the  same,  told  him  I  should  not;  did  not 
thank  him  for  the  offer,  he  said  "if  you  know  any  thing 
about  it  for  God's  sake  tell  of  it,  it  will  be  for  your  credit" — 
This  was  near  Mount  Vernon  Bank,  between  Ch's  Stone's 
shed  and  Store — and  at  several  times  on  the  road  down  to 
Providence,  he  said  he  was  a  public  officer,  and  it  was  his 
duty  to  look  up  this  thing — Charles  Stone  was  not  10  feet 
from  us. 


The  case  was  eloquently  and  elaborately  argued  by  Jonah 
Titus  and  Francis  B.  Johnson,  Esqrs.,  for  the  State,  and 
Richard  W.  Greene  and  Jonathan  A  Welch,  Esqrs.  for  the 
Prisoners.  The  defence  set  up  was  that  no  murder  had 
been  committed,  and  that  the  death  of  the  deceased  was  oc- 
casioned by  causes  other  than  the  internal  wounds  which 
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were  inflicted  upon  her.  It  was  contended  that  the  fall, 
down  the  cellar  stairs,  or  the  leap  from  the  chaise  either 
ruptured  a  blood  vessel  or  caused  an  inflammation  of  the 
bowels  which  in  either  case  would  probably  result  in  death. 
It  was  further  claimed  that  if  death  was  occasioned  by  the 
wounds,  the  infliction  of  them  was  not  brought  home  to  the 
prisoners,  but  were  inflicted  by  herself.  In  support  of 
these  positions  they  insisted  upon  the  insufficiency  of  the 
testimony,  commented  at  great  length  upon  the  nature  and 
danger  of  circumstantial  evidence,  and  claimed  that  as  long 
as  the  cause  of  death  could  be  accounted  for  on  any  hypo- 
thesis consistent  with  the  innocence  of  the  prisoners,  they 
were  entitled  to  an  acquital. 

That  Mary  Ann  Briggs,  the  principal  witness  for  the  prosecu- 
tion, was  entitled  to  no  credit  whatever,  infamous  as  she  was 
shown  to  be  in  point  of  veracity  and  chastity. 

The  Counsel  for  the  State  contended  that  a  murder  had  been 
proved  to  have  been  committed  on  the  body  of  the  deceased, 
that  the  death  was  the  consequence  of  the  wounds  upon  the 
uterus  and  contiguous  parts,  thai,  these  wounds  were  inflicted 
by  Fanny  Leacli  with  the  aid  of  Eliza  P.  Burdick  and  by  the 
procurement  of  David  Gibbs.  In  support  of  these  positions 
they  relied  upon  the  testimony  of  Mary  Ann  Briggs  corrobora- 
ted by  the  attending  circumstances,  and  claimed  that  although 
an  attempt  had  been  made  to  impeach  her,  on  the  ground  of 
want  of  veracity  and  chastity,  yet,  supported  and  confirmed  as 
she  was7  by  tne  testimony  of  other  witnesses,  particularly  Doct. 
Hamilton,  she  was  entitled  to  full  credit  and  belief. 

The  Court  after  a  short  consultation  ordered  that  David 
Gibbs  and  Fanny  Leach  be  committed  for  trial :  and  that 
Eliza  P.  Burdick  be  discharged. 


Dr.  William  A.  Hamilton,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Court, 
is  entitled  to  an  honorable  discharge  from  the  prosecution 
against  him,  and  is  discharged  accordingly. 
By  order, 

Obed  Perkins,  Presiding  Judge. 
Coventry,  March  8th,  1833 


